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Misawa to OK fewer
off-base living requests

Official: We can’t justify ‘a lot of houses sitting empty’ on base
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.=~ A rare show of snow
for southern

Left: Kennielle Saelolo, 15, a
ninth-grade student at Ernest J.
King High School on Sasebo
Naval Base, Japan, diligently
delivered papers on his newspa-
per route throughout the main
base housing sector Tuesday
night despite the bitterly cold,
snowy conditions.

ing snow
Tuesday night seemingly
enhanced this blossoming
delicate pink rose in a Sasebo
Naval Base housing area.
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Church abuse trial: Prosecutors
rested their case against the de-
frocked priest at the center of Bos-
ton’s church abuse scandal with testi-
mony on recovered memory, a topic
the defense also hopes to tackle.

Prosecution witness Dr. James Chu, an as-
sociate professor at Harvard Medical

School, said it is not uncommon for adults
who suffer trauma as children to repress
memories of the experience.

The testimony was an attempt to bolster
the account of a 27-year-old firefighter who
says he remembered in early 2002 that he'd
been repeatedly raped and molested by
former priest Paul Shanley in the 1980s.

Jackson jury selection: — Michael Jack-
son returned fo court Tuesday and watched
as dozens of prospective jurors in his child
molestation case explained why they could
not sit through the projected six-month trial.

About 60 of the first 150 brought into
court Tuesday raised their hand when Santa
Barbara County Superior Court Judge Rod-
ney S. Melville asked who was willing to
serve. He then questioned the rest on why
they sought to be excused.

Another 150 prospects were scheduled to
be screened for hardship during an after-
noon session. Of about 300 prospects
screened Monday, 138 asked to be excused.

Children’s drowning deaths: A Colorado
woman who told investigators she drowned
her two children after receiving a sign from a
spider was found not guilty by reason of insan-
ity and ordered to be committed to the state
mental hospital for an indeterminate period.

Rebekah Amaya was charged with two
counts of first-degree murder in the deaths
of Grace Headlee, 4, and Gabriel Amaya, 5
months.

Democratic leadership race: With
Howard Dean rapidly gaining momentum
in his bid to become national Democratic
Party chairman, the spotlight is turning to-
ward organized labor.

About two-dozen members of the AFL-
CIO’s executive committee were set to meet
Tuesday morning to discuss whether to en-
dorse a candidate. Some Democrats who
closely watch labor say they doubted labor
would unite behind a Dean alternative with
the front-runner surging ahead and labor
facing its own internal power struggle.

New York subway fire: The cause of a fire

that disabled the A and C subway lines in

New York City is a mystery, officials said.
Initially, transit officials believed a home-

What's new with old

CFAY change of command: Cmdr. Wayne R.
Cornish, prospective Commander Fleet Act
Capt. King H.

JOHN L. BEEMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy
iberg, from left, chaplain; Capt. Gregory J.

ies, Yokosuka (CFAY) commanding officer;
ich, CFAY commanding officer; and Rear Adm. James D. Kelly, command-

ing officer of Carrier Group 5, salute the colors as the national anthems of Japan and the

United States are sung during the Command Fleet Actit

jies Yokosuka change of command

Friday. Dietrich turned his command over to Cornish.

less person set the Jan. 23 fire, which
spread to a signal relay room at the Cham-
bers Street station. But police later called
the theory premature.

Now fire department officials say there is
no information that would lead them to ar-
rive at a particular cause of the blaze.

World

Pope illness: Pope John Paul II, suffering

m flu, was taken to Rome’s Gemelli Poly-
clinic Hospnal Tuesday night, the Italian
news agency ANSA d.

Vatican officials told The Associated
Press that they could not immediately con-
firm the report.

ANSA, quoting unidentified Vatican sourc-
es, said the pope’s condition was not “worri-
some” because he hasn’t had a fever since
Sunday evening when he first showed symp-
toms of the flu.

The 84-year-old pope has been suffering
from the flu since Sunday and apparently
suffered a “breathing crisis,” according to a
Vatican official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

N. Korea nukes: China pushed Tuesday
for low-level discussions on North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions, saying they were an ef-
fective way to restart formal six party talks
that have been stalled since last year.

Three rounds of talks involving the United
States, North and South Korea, China, Japan

and Russia have been held in Beijing with-
out any breakthroughs. A fourth round was
scheduled for September but didn't take
place after North Korea refused to attend.

Deadly factory explosion: Managers of a
Chinese fireworks factory where an explo-
sion killed 37 people have been sentenced to
up to seven years in prison, the government
said Tuesday.

The explosion Oct. 4 at the factory in the
southern region of Guangxi destroyed three
workshops, tore the roofs off nearby houses
and left the ground strewn with bodies and
rubble, according to news reports.

Three factory managers were sentenced
Monday on charges of causing a nuisance
using dangerous materials, the official Xin-
hua News Agency said. It didn’t give any de-
tails of what caused the blast.

Remembering Zhao Ziyang: A group of
dissidents based inside China and overseas
said Tuesday they plan to honor ousted Com-
munist Party leader Zhao Ziyang with a li-
brary and other memorials.

In a statement signed by more than 200
people, some of them prominent intellectu-
als and lawyers based in the mainland, the
group also protested the apparent arrests of
several dissidents who it said disappeared
after trying to pay tribute to Zhao, who died
Jan. 17 at age 85.

From wire services
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Moving off bhase just got harder at Misawa

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Toward
boosting occupancy rates of on-base hous-
ing to at least 98 percent, base officials
have approved a new policy making mov-
ing off base more difficult for some fami-
lies.

Now, any family qualifying for junior
noncommissioned housing — typicaily E-1
to E-6 — who moved to Misawa after Dec.
30 must live on base if housing officials can
find them a unit within 30 days.

Also, routine requests to vacate military
family housing to live off base will be de-
nied, the new policy states. Requests will
be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and ap-
proved only for family separations, medi-
cal or emergency situations, according to
the policy letter. This applies to all ranks
who qualify for family housing.

Since on-post housing has vacancies, most
requests to live on economy will be denied

The housing policy also allows single,
pregnant unaccompanied military person-
nel to occupy excess two-bedroom units
usually reserved for family housing up to
60 days before their estimated delivery
dates. Once a child is born in such cases,
the unit would be considered military fami-
ly housing, allowing her and the child to re-
‘main there. Currently, unaccompanied mil-
itary members not living in dorms reside
off base.

Lt. Col. Dave Maharrey, 35th Civil Engi-
neering Squadron commander, said the pol-
icy is intended to spell out management
tools housing officials can use any time the
Air Force goal of 98 percent occupancy is
not maintained for three months. The poli-

cy letter notes such actions will be buspend-
ed when the rate is reached and main-
tained for three months.

If a family wants to move off base and
“we’re below 98 percent, the answer is
“‘no,” ” Maharrey said, noting that individu-
als may apply for a waiver to the policy,
which would be reviewed by 35th Mission
Support Group.

Typically, families may decide to live on
or off base at Misawa, Maharrey said. “We
understand that there are folks who come
to Japan and want to live on the economy,”
he said. “However, we also have to fill our
houses best as we can.”

Misawa’s military family housing units
are about 95 percent full, Maharrey said.

Many of the available units not occupied
are designated for junior enlisted person-
nel and their families, a category previous-
ly determined to be a high-need area.

A 2003 Air Force housing study conclud-
ed the base was short about 159 units, at
the time mostly needed by junior enlisted
families. To remedy the shortage, last year
a North Area neighborhood for compa-
ny-grade officers was redesignated for jun-
ior NCO families. Also, new three-bedroom
junior NCO family units recently opened in
the 800 area on base, Maharrey said.

The redesignation and new units
dropped overall housing occupancy on
base, he added.

About 1,700 of Misawa’s 2,200 housing
units now are for junior enlisted personnel
and their families, he said, adding, “It’s
hard to justify a deficit when you have a lot
of houses sitting empty. Judicious use of re-
sources, that’s the goal.”

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at: svanj@pstripes.osd.mil

Zama-based Black Hawk
lands in sports field after
sensor detects faulty part

GREG TYLER/Stars and Stripes

The weight of gathering snow Tuesday night created even greater curvature to the branches of this palm tree
growing at Sasebo Naval Base in a housing area. Large, cottony balls of snow fell through the evening.

Sasebo closes in face of storm

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan
— Base facilities here closed
Tuesday in anticipation of a wick-
ed winter storm that had yet to
fully materialize well after sun-
down Tuesday. Meanwhile, 300
miles to the northeast, Iwakum
Marine Corps Air Station experi-
enced periodic heavy snowfall,
but no closures occurred.

Meteorologists predicted Tues-
day night that the storm was head-
ed for the Sasebo community; sev-
eral weather warnings were ex-
pected to remain in effect into
Wednesday, officials said.

Sasebo’s warnings were a shop-
ping list of teeth-chattering possi-
bilities: “severe storm cond.mon of
readiness-storm watch,” “winter
weather condition of readi-
ness-base closed,” “blizzard warn-
ing,” “gale warning,” “heavy snow
warning-above 500 feet” and
“snow advisory-below S00 feet.”

Big flakes began falling in ear-
nest about 4:30 p.m. Tuesday. As
darkness neared, snowfall thick-
ened intermittently, restricting vis-
ibility.

Most of Sasebo’s main base
housing residents stayed indoors
late Tuesday, but some who ven-

tured out wrote short-lived mes-
sages in the snow on their wind-
shields. One driver used
gloved-index finger to write “Go
Pats!” — a plug for the New En-
gland Patriots, contenders against
the Philadelphia Eagles in the up-
coming Super Bow] XXXIX.

Maj. Stewart Upton, spokesman
at Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion, said snow fell there Tuesday,
leaving “spotty accumulations.”

Said Sgt. Christopher Butler,
Iwakuni Weather Office duty fore-
caster, on Tuesday evening:
“We’ve seen about the worst we
will see, with snowfall of about a
quarter-inch and accumulation in
just a few spots.

“We should see light occasional
snow showers the next couple of
days, even lighter than today, with
a maximum accumulation the
next few days of about a quar-
ter-inch and really cold days that
should begin to warm very slowly
starting this weekend,” Butler
said.

“We will make changes as need-
ed for work hours and areas of the
base where the roads might
freeze, and to let employees go
home who live in areas affected by
the snowfall,” Upton said early
Tuesday evening.

Downpours uf snow and blasts

of numbing wind were predicted
for Sasebo on Wednesday and
probably Thursday, officials said.

As of deadline Tuesday night,
preliminary plans were to open
schools at 10 a.m. Wednesday —
two hours later than usual, said
Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael P.
DeMauro, a forecaster with Naval
Pacific Meteorology and Oceanog-
raphy, Sasebo Detachmenl Re-
opening the base Wednesday also
seemed posslble he added, but all
plans were subject to the winter
weather.

Indicators show that bands of
ocean-effect snow showers contin-
ued Tuesday night, developing
above and west of Kyushu Island
in southern Japan, with heavy
snow at times, forecasters said.

“Blizzard conditions are expect-
ed to reduce visibility to about 500
yards during heavy snow. Gale
force winds were expected to per-
sist until near midnight, downgrad-
ed to a small craft warning”
Wednesday, stated Seaman Rebec-
ca M. Curtius in the local forecast.

By early Wednesday evening,
the Sasebo NPMOD predicts, plac-
es below 500 feet elevation on the
main base and at Hario Housing
Village should have received snow
accumulations from a half-inch to
1Y% inches.

E-mail Greg Tyler at;
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

An Army UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter from Camp Zama,
Japan, made a precautionary
landing in a sports field outside
Tokyo on Tuesday after a sensor
detected a faulty part, according
to U.S. Army Japan spokesman
Lt. Col. John Amberg.

The helicopter, from the 78th
Aviation Battalion, was flying
Tuesday morning during routine
training when the pilot saw a
warning sensor. He looked for a
safe place to land, choosing an
open sports field at Seijo Universi-
ty in Isehara City, about 30 miles
southwest of Tokyo, Amberg said.

The helicopter did not have
what’s termed an unscheduled or
unplanned stop, which implies im-
mediate or emergency condi-
tions. For a precautionary land-
ing, pilots have time to scout out
the safest place, Amberg said.

A precautionary landing is

“when the pilot suspects a me-
chanical difficulty and lands to
maintain safety,” Amberg said.
“[It] doesn’t mean anything is
wrong. An indicator light comes
on and says something could be
wrong.”

The landing, around noon,
caused no injuries, Amberg said,
to the three crewmembers in the
helicopter or to anyone on the
ground. There also were no dam-
ages, he said.

Once on the ground, the crew
called for a second Black Hawk

and crew from Camp Zama to
come examine the aircraft. Both
helicopters returned to Camp
Zama around 2:30 p.m., Amberg
said.

The chopper with the faulty
part will undergo a thorough
maintenance inspection.

Officials at the college con-
firmed the landing and confirmed
that there were no injuries or
damages.

“We are just glad that there
were no students [on the field] at
the time,” a spokesman said.

The battalion had a similar inci-
dent in May 2003, when a helicop-
ter made a precautionary landing
at Sophia Junior College in
Hadano City, near Camp Zama.

No one was injured in that inci-
dent, news reports said.

In August, a Marine Corps
CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopter
clipped a university building in
Ginowan, Okinawa, during a
crash landing.

The building sustained minor
damage and no one on the ground
was injured, reports show. How-
ever, two nearby residents this
week were awarded claims for
mental anguish as a result of the
crash.

The 78th Aviation Battalion has
five Black Hawks for aviation sup-
port for U.S. forces in Japan and
provides passenger transporta-
tion, disaster relief and cargo and
medical patient transfers.

Hana Kusumoto contributed to this

i Julana Gitler at
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

Japanese C-130 reportedly overruns runway

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — A Japan Air Self-Defense Force
C-130 aircraft reportedly overran the runway here late Monday

afternoon.

No other details were available Tuesday. Officials with Mis-
awa’s 35th Fighter Wing referred queries to JASDF 3rd Air Wing
at Misawa. Officials there said they might release further informa-
tion about the incident Wednesday but could offer no details Mon-

day.

From staff reports
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Death payout may increase up to $500K

Pentagon proposal would limit hike to troops in combat zones

To our readers: In Wednesday's
edition, Stripes reported that the
payout for deaths in combat
zones could jump to $250,000.
While the cost-free portion of the
benefitwas correct, the story omit-
ted the standard SGLI benefit of
$250,000, which the vast majority
of servicemembers would re-
ceive. This story provides a more
comprehensive breakdown.

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON —  Senators
and military leaders on Tuesday
praised Department of Defense
plans to raise death payouts up to
$500,000, but disagreed with limit-
ing those changes to only troops
in combat zones.

Changes would raise the cur-
rent Servicemembers Group Life
Insurance ceiling from $250,000
to $400,000, and raise the death
gratuity from $12,420 to $100,000,
all tax-free.

Top officers from all four
armed services testified before

the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee about the proposal, saying
it’s an important step toward sup-
porting the troops and their fami-
lies.

Asked about the limits on the
proposal, they said they would
prefer to see those benefits ex-
tended to all active-duty troops
and reservists, not just people
who die in war zones.

“Their families and children
can’t make the distinction,” said
Adm. John Nathman, vice chief of
naval operations for the Navy. “I
don’t think we should either.”

Gen. William Nyland, assistant
commandant of the Marine
Corps, said he worries the policy
as proposed would exclude troops
killed while training to go into
combat, or those killed in off-site
support roles.

“If a young man or a young
lady steps forward and raises
their right hand to serve this
great nation, I think we have to be
very careful about making any
distinctions about the kind of ser-
vice they render,” Nyland said.

Proposed death benefit changes

Current program  New proposal
W Death gratuity* 12,420 $100,000
Automatic insurance* 50 $150,000
W Most insurance
purchasable szso 000 $400,000
W Tax-free?

Yes
*Only for troops in deslgnated combat areas.

The Department of Defense
plan would also pay for the first
$150,000 in life insurance for all
troops in combat zones. Both that
insurance coverage and the death
gratuity would be retroactive to
Oct. 7, 2001, to include all troops
killed in the war on terror.

The proposals mirror legisla-
tion already introduced in the Sen-
ate and will be included in Presi-
dent Bush’s 2006 budget propos-
al, scheduled to be submitted to
Congress next week.

“There is nothing in a financial
sense we can do to replace a lost
servicemember,” said David
Chu, undersecretary of defense

for personnel and readiness. “We
recognize that. But we can make
their (families’) lives comfortable
and we can give them the appro-
priate financial tools to move for-
ward.”

Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., who
is sponsoring a bill with the same
provisions, said the changes
would cost $459 million the first
year with about $280 million in
retroactive payments. Future
costs would depend on the num-
ber of deaths.

Several Democratic senators
echoed the military concerns
about limiting the benefits only to

combat deaths, saying it was law-
makers’ duty to ensure all service-
members’ families are taken care
of financially.

“No benefit can replace the life
of a soldier, sailor, airman or Ma-
rine ... but that doesn’t mean our
benefits shouldn’t be full and gen-
erous,” said Sen. Carl Levin,
D-Mich. “Obviously I support the
increased benefits, but I believe it
should be for all soldiers killed on
duty.”

Chu said the new policy is in
specific response to combat
deaths in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and all families of troops killed
while serving are eligible for a
host of benefits like housing sup-
port, education subsidies and fi-
nancial assistance programs.

As of Monday, 1,415 Americans
had died in the Iraqg conflict and
156 had died in Afghanistan and
other places designated part of
the global war on terrorism, ac-
cording to the Pentagon.

The Associated Press contributed to this.
story.

E-mail Leo Shane
shanel@stripes.o:

Stateside doctors prepare to attack skin disease

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — U.S.-based military
doctors are bracing for a wave of service-
members returning from Iraq this spring
whose treatment for a skin disease has
been delayed by the dangerous security sit-
uation there.

The soldiers who may be infected with
cutaneous leishmaniasis are mostly from
the 1st Brigade of the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, the Army’s “Stryker Brigade,” accord-
ing to Dr. Alan McGill, infectious disease
specialist at Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research in Silver Spring, Md.

“We've heard rumors of a couple hun-
dred cases in the Stryker Brigade,” McGill
said Friday.

But travel in Iraq is so perilous for U.S.
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troops that health care staff there are choos-
ing to let suspected cases of the disease go,
rather than risk a trip to the large medical fa-
cilities for diagnosis, said McGill, the U.S.
military’s leading leishmaniasis expert.

“Doctors in the field are making some
hard choices, because any movement in
Traq places your life in jeopardy,” he said.

McGill said he agrees with that decision,
because the sores caused by cutaneous
leishmaniasis eventually go away without
treatment.

“If I were over there, I wouldn’t take the
risk of sending [a soldier] to [a large medi-
cal facility] to treat a skin lesion that’s
going to get better anyway,” McGill said.

Ithough treatment for some may have
been delayed, troops whose skin lesions
are serious will be accommodated once
their deployments are over, McGill prom-
ised.

S BEEN SER
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“The security situation may have pre-
vented a timely evaluation by stateside
standards, but as soon as these guys get
home, we are going to take care of them,”
McGill said.

Leishmaniasis takes hold when infected
sand flies bite humans who sleep on the
ground or work in very dirty, sandy envi-
ronments.

Human cases of leishmaniasis mostly fall
into one of two categories: cutaneous,
which causes skin lesions that vary from
the size of a pencil head to larger than the
bottom of a soda can; and visceral, a far
more serious variation which leaves no ex-
ternal marks, instead attacking the internal
organs

Untreated visceral is can be

But sores from cutaneous leishmaniasis
“heal on their own, [although] this can take
months or even year: d leave ugly
scars,” according to CDC spokesman Llel-
wyn Grant.

U.S. military doctors diagnosed about
750 cases of leishmaniasis among troops
who participated in the first rotations of Op-
erations Iraqi Freedom or Enduring
dom in Afghanistan, McGill said.

Of those, only four cases of visceral leish-
maniasis have been diagnosed, two from
Iraq, and two from Afghanistan, he said.

Military physicians are expecting fewer
cases among troops deployed in the second
rotations of OIF and OEF, because most
troops now stay in screened, air-condi-
tioned facilities — one of the CDC’s prima-
Ty for avoiding infec-

fatal, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in Atlanta.
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‘Kidnapped’ GI appears to be toy

BY ROBERT H. REID
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A Web site posted a photo-
graph of what it claimed was a kidnapped
US. soldier, but doubts were quickly
raised about its authenticity and the U.S.
military said no soldiers were missing.

A toy manufacturer said the figure in the
photo resembled one of its military action
figures, originally produced for sale at U.S.
bases in Kuwait.

The statement appeared on a Web site
often used for posting statements from mili-
tants, some of which have proven authentic
in the past, and was in the name of a group
that has claimed previous kidnappings, the
Mujahedeen Brigades.

The Arabic text, however, contained sev-
eral misspellings and repetitions.

Staff Sgt. Nick Minecci of the U.S. mili-
tary’s press office in Baghdad sand “no
units have reported anyone missing.”

The photo in the posting showed a figure
dressed in desert camouflage fatigues,
wearing a vest and knee pads and with a
gun pointed to its head. All the items are
similar to ones that come in a box with the
action figure, named “Cody.”

like it is,” Cusack told The Associated
Press. “Everything the guy is wearing is ex-
actly what comes with our figure. If you
look at the two pictures side by side, it'd be
a huge coincidence. To me, the face looks
exactly the same.”

The company, based in City of Industry,
Calif., produced 4,000 of the figures in De-
cember 2003 for the U.S. mllllary in Ku-
wait for sale in their bases, “so they would
have been in region.”

The Mujahedeen Brigades have claimed

ibility for two Ki i in the

Liam Cusack, of the toy
Dragon Models USA Inc. said the image of
the soldier portrayed in the photo bore a
triking Ameri-
can version of its “Cody” action figure.
“Itis our doll ... To me, it looks definitely

past— the abduction in April of three Japa-
nese who were released and that of a Brazil-
ian engineer who went missing after anam- ' . 2
bush that the Brigades claimed to have car- Site s a captured U.S. soldier, has come

ried out along with the Ansar al-Sunnah under question as a toy manufacturer said the
Army. image resembles one of their action figures.

This photo, posted on an Iraq militant Web
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Some in Aceh wary of arrival of Japanese

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Razali Hasan still remembers Ja-
pan’s brutal World War IT occupa-
tion of Indonesia: the beatings, the
forced labor and the stories of terri-
ble punishments.

But six decades later, he views
the return of 1,000 Japanese
troops to Aceh with little concern.
This time, their mission is differ-
ent: to offer aid following the Dec.
26 earthquake and tsunami.

“Now their mission is about serv-
ing humanity. Jews, Christians,
Japanese: everyone is welcome,”
the 76-year-old Hasan said, over
cups of sweet coffee in the cafe he
owns in the provincial capital,
Banda Aceh.

Japan’s mission in Aceh prov-
ince on the northern tip of Sumatra
island is its military’s largest-ever
overseas relief effort — and the  tojoin a work gang that built an air-
second-biggest contingent in the strip for the Japanese. But it was
province. the beatings he saw and other pun-

It's a deployment that Tokyo ishments he heard of that were
hopes will put it on the map asapo-  most chilling: His friend told him
litical heavyweight to match its sta- ~ of a villager, accused of stealing by
tus as an economic power, and Japanese soldiers, who had his
comes as it competes with China legs cut off while tied to a coconut
for influence in South Asia. tree.

But Japan’s wartime occupation Currently, Japanese troops are
of the region is forcing it to tread  bivouacked on a naval ship off the
lightly. Many in South Asia remain  province’s hard-hit western coast.
wary of a possible resurgence of They have been ferrying food,

the militarism that marked To-
kyo's occupation.

“There were cruel ones, and
there were nicer ones,” Hasan
said, puffing on a thick clove ciga-
rette. “But everyone here in their
heart hated them.”

That hatred has deep roots.

Though cultural taboos prevent
history books here from describ-
ing how Japan’s military forced
local women into sexual slavery,
they tell of Indonesians who were
put to work as laborers or con-
scripted to fight alongside the Japa-
nese, and how the invaders stole
crops from farmers.

Hasan was a teenager in 1942
when the Japanese Imperial Army
attacked Indonesia, under Dutch
colonial rule for 400 years.

He recalled how he was forced

treating the sick and spraying in-
secticide to kill off malaria-carry-
ing mosquitoes.

In one recent mission, they flew
Chinook ~ helicopters along ~the
coast, dropping sacks of rice and

Memories of WWII occupation shadow relief mission

biscuits to tsunami survivors.

Despite foreign troops’ help in
delivering relief aid, Indonesia is
keen to have them leave by an in-
formal deadline of late March, per-
haps worried their presence might

bring international sympathy for
the rebels. The separatists say
they want foreign troops to stay.

For Japan, the mission, which
follows deployments to Afghani-
stan and Iraq, could help burnish
the country’s image that it is com-
mitted to help resolve conflicts
round the globe.

The New Sanno

UPCOMING EVENTS

with a selection

Seating at

An eight course dinner accompanied

and fabulous live entertainment
to enhance the evening

of fine premium wines

$65.00 per person
it 19:00 / Dinner at 19:30

Friday, February 11

Clinton likely envoy pick for tsunami reconstruction

UNITED NATIONS — Secretary-General Kofi Annan has select-
ed former President Clinton to be the U.N. point man for tsunami
reconstruction and ensure that the world doesn’t forget the needs
of the countries devastated by the Dec. 26 disaster, a well-informed
U.N. diplomat said Tuesday.

U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard refused to confirm the appoint-
ment but said “a statement will be released on the subject by my of-
fice in the next few hours.”

Annan wants to appoint a special envoy not only to focus on the
cleanup and reconstruction but to try to make progress on resolv-
ing conflicts with rebels in the two worst-hit countries — Indonesia
and Sri Lanka, Eckhard said.

The U.N. diplomat said the appointment of Clinton as Annan’s top
envoy for the rehabilitation of tsunami-devastated countries would ex-
pand on the former president’s current efforts to raise money in the
United States.

From The Associated Press
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IN THE STATES

State of the Union could play as rally for war

BY DONNA CASSATA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In wartime,

presidents have filled their State

the Union addresses with
words to rally the nation.

It surely will be no different for
President Bush on Wednesday
night. Although the commander
in chief never mentioned the
word Iraq in his inaugural ad-
dress Jan. 20, he is certain to
focus on the conflict in his State of
the Union speech just three days
after Iragis held elections.

More than 1,400 Americans
have died since the war began
nearly two years ago, and Bush is
poised to ask Congress for $80 bil-
lion more to help for a conflict
that is costing $1 billion a week.
Amid unease about the war,
Bush faces the challenge of assuag-
ing Americans’ concerns about
the rising toll in lives and dollars.
State of the Union speeches

offer an important stage for presi-
dents. They usually sketch out the
evils of the enemy and trumpet
Americans’ willingness to sacri-
fice — all part of a concerted ef-
fort to keep support strong.

On Jan. 6, 1942, less than a
month after the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt spoke of the “spir-
it of the American people,” their
deep determination and their sol-
emn task.

Acknowledging the question of
nearly every American, Roosevelt

said, “Many people ask, ‘When
will this war end?” There is only
one answer to that. It will end just
as soon as we make it end, by our
combined efforts, our combined
strength, our combined determi-
nation to fight through and work
through until the end — the end of
militarism in Germany and Italy
and Japan. Most certainly we
shall not settle for less.”

Ken Hechler, a former political
science professor who edited
Roosevelt’s public papers and ad-
dresses, said Bush’s challenge is
similar to Roosevelt’s — to shore
up the nation.

“A good deal of that speech was
meant to stiffen the morale
against the negative reaction,”
said Hechler, who also served as
a congressman from West Virgin-
ia (1959-77).

In 1952, Americans wondered
if there was an end in sight in
Korea. President Truman’s sup-
port had plummeted after he
fired Gen. Douglas MacArthur in
1951 for publicly criticizing the
commander in chief’s strategy to
‘wage a limited war rather than at-
tack China.

In his State of the Union
speech, Truman appealed for
unity, touched on his domestic
agenda and told the nation, “The
only thing that can defeat us is
our own state of mind. We can
lose if we falter.”

AFN will offer live cover-
age of President Bush’s
2005 State of the Union Ad-
dress, with post-address
analysis and response from
the Democratic Party. Cov-
erage will air at 11 am.
local time Thursday on
AFN News and AFN Radio.
The speech also will be
re-broadcast on AFN Pacif-
ic/Korea at 7 p.m. local
time Thursday.

Alonzo Hamby, an Ohio Univer-
sity professor who has written ex-
tensively on Truman and
Roosevelt, said Truman’s chal-
lenge was tougher than Bush’s, if
only because casualties were
hlgher in Korea.

“He had an active military
draft at that time. It was a much
more difficult situation,” Hamby
said. “Bush can talk about victo-
Ty, and we can hope maybe he’s
right.”

In the address Wednesday, Rit-
ter said, Bush might remind
Americans of the beheadings and
insurgent attacks in Iraq, and
focus on the push for democracy.

Bush will also want to make
sure that his domestic agenda
does ot get lost in the worries
about dangers abroad.

For the complete text of President
Bush’s State of the Union, see
www.stripes.com
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900-961-539
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Absentee ballot
application date
set for California

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — California
voters have until Feb. 22 to apply
for an absentee ballot for the spe-
cial election to fill the Congression-
al seat of late Rep. Robert Matsui.

Matsui, 63, died of a rare bone
marrow cancer in January. He
served his Sacramento-area dis-
trict for 26 years, and was lauded
by his colleagues in Washington
at memorial services last month.

The special election will take
place March 8. Twelve candi-
dates, including Matsui’s widow,
Doris, are on the ballot.

Information on eligibility to vote
in the election and obtaining an ab-
sentee ballot can be found through

gram Web site, www.fvap.gov, or
through the California Secretary
of State’s office, WWWw.ss.ca.gov.

Along with submitting an absen-
tee ballot in the mail, California
voters may fax a copy of their bal-
lot into state elections officials
under certain circumstances, in-
cluding waiving the right to a se-
cret ballot.

If one candidate wins more
than S0 percent of the vote in the
March special election, that per-
son will assume the Congression-
al seat. But if no one receives
more than 50 percent, the top Re-
publican and Democrat vote-get-
ters will square off in a general
election May 3.

Voters will have until April 26
to apply for absentee ballots for

the Federal Voting Assistance Pro-  that second special election.

A quarter with a view

ia Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and his wife, Maria Shriver, applaud Garrett Burke, not shown, the
designer of the California Quarter, during ceremonies to launch the coin in Sacramento, Calif., on Monday.
The California quarter is the first quarter released in 2005 and the 31st coin released in the U.S. Mint's 50
State Quarters Program. The quarter shows naturalist John Muir admiring Yosemite Valley’s Half Dome while
a California condor soars through the scene.

Stun-gun buyers to face background checks

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Taser International Inc. is hiring a company
to conduct criminal background checks and verify the identity of pri-
vate citizens trying to buy its stun guns.

Taser chose Atlanta-based ChoicePoint Asset Co. to provide online
criminal background information and identity verification, said Rick
Smith, Taser’s co-founder and chief executive.

He said the checks confirm Taser’s commitment to ensuring its de-
vices, “designed for personal safety and citizen defense, are purchased
for those very reasons.”

Taser sells its stun guns primarily to law enforcement agencies but
has more recently been marketing them to the public. The company
has advertised on billboards and in newspapers in the Phoenix area.

The stun gun can temporarily paralyze someone with a 50,000-volt
jolt of electricity.

y operator d to 12 years

LaFAYETTE, Ga. — They came hoping to hear a former crematory
operator explain why he left their loved ones’ bodies to rot in piles
across his property. They didn’t get an answer.

Nearly two dozen relatives of people whose remains were dumped
on the grounds of the Tri-State Crematory in rural Noble testified at
Monday’s sentencing hearing for Ray Brent Marsh.

Marsh, as he did when he pleaded guilty in November, chose not to
explain himself.

“I can’t give you the answers that you want, but I can apologize,”
Marsh told the families, just before Judge James Bodiford sentenced
him to 12 years in prison.

After all the relatives had the opportunity to speak, Marsh stood up,
looked at the family members and apologized.

Marsh asked the families for “forgiveness for my sins.”

Agreeing with the terms of a plea deal, Bodiford sentenced Marsh to
the prison term followed by a lengthy probation and a $20,000 fine. He
will get credit for the nearly eight months already served in jail.

C fioad PO
y

HARTFORD, Conn. — A court- issued death warrant for serial killer
Michael Ross expired late Monday, after a week of nearly nonstop
court activity and Ross’ temporary reversal of his decision to give up
his appeals and accept his death sentence.

State officials plan to seek a new death warrant, but lawyers say it
could now be months before legal disputes are settled and the execu-
tion is allowed. Under state law, the execution cannot be scheduled for
at least a month after a new warrant is issued.

“I long for the day when we can say that we've forgotten about
Michael Ross, and I want everyone to remember that we should never
forget his victims,” Chief State’s Attorney Christopher Morano said.
“Itis my hope that sometime in the not-so-distant future we will inally
be able to give their families a sense of justice.”

Ross, 45, confessed to eight murders in eastern Connecticut and
New York in the early 1980s. He is on death row for the killings of four
young women and girls.

From The Associated Press
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| NEGIsHI CLUB 242-4151

Oriental Night Buffet
Thursdays from 1700 to 2000

Prime Rib Night
Saturdays
A favorite with all patrons for only $10.95.

Mongolian BBQ Night

Tuesdays from 1700 to 2000

Guess the price of your Mongolian within

5 cents either way and receive your meal free.

Pasta Pasta Buffet Night
Wednesdays from 1700 to 2000

CLUB ALLIANCE 243-5951

Super Bowl Party

February 7 at 0600

All Hands Welcome

Bring your friends and experience the biggest
game of the year on big-screen television.

Meet the Oakland Raiders cheerleaders,

compete for prize giveaways during the game

and enjoy a hearty breakfast buffet, for only $5.95
and all the chicken wings you can eat

for only 10 cents each.

Black History Month

Dinner and Dance

February 11 at 1900

in the third floor ballroom

Celebrate Black History Month by joining us for
a night to remember with a live performance
by the world-renowned "Pieces of a Dream"
jazz band and a delicious Soul Food Buffet

for only $9.95.

Valentine's Day

February 14

in Italian Gardens Restaurant

Ladies, receive a free rose and be entered into
a special prize drawing when you visit us.

OFFICERS' CLUB 243-5002

Super Bowl XXXIX Live
February 7

Don't miss this spectacular event on two large
plasma televisions, along with delicious food
and many door prizes.

Reservations recommended.

Valentine's Day

Weekend Gourmet Night

February 12

Open to all Hands

Enjoy this special six-course dinner prepared by
our Executive Chef, along with outstanding
entertainment. $35 per person or $65 per couple,
including entertainment, wine,

champagne and dancing.

Tickets on sale now at the main cash cage.

Karaoke Competition
Thursdays from 1900 to 2300
Compete for prizes when you show off your
singing talent. D] Angie hosts the event.
This is a great opportunity for Wardrooms to
have a night out.

SEASIDE CLUB 243-3379

Black History Month Event
February 7 from 1700 to 2100

Enjoy a special dinner buffet in honor of this
special month for only $9.95 per person.

Ladies' Night Out

February 7 from 1800 to 1900

at Barnacle Bill's

Enjoy an evening with your girl friends and all
of you will receive a free non-alcoholic drink.

Valentine Dinner Special
February 14 from 1700 to 2100
Celebrate with a steak and shrimp dinner for
two for only $25 including coffee or iced tea.

Bingo!
Join us at Club Alliance
Every Saturday

at 1200 for your chance to take home

grand prizes of $2,500, $5,000 or $10,000 and

a guaranteed $ 1,000 giveaway for the last game.
Can't wait till the weekend? Then join us at the

CPO Club every Tuesday & Thursday at 1800 #1138

CLUB TAKEMIYA 246-8075 ‘

Super Bowl XXXIX

February 7 at 0600

Watch the game of the year on the big screen
television while you enjoy a delicious Breakfast
Buffet for only $3.95 per person.

We'll have free football trivia contests, a raffle
and prize giveaways, too!

Yokosuka Jazz Band

February 12 and 26 from 1700 to 2100
Enjoy the smooth sounds of live jazz

while you eat.

Delivery

Monday - Saturday from 1700 to 2030
Call 246-8077 for free delivery in Ikego
housing area.

| cPO CLUB 243-5606

Valentine's Day Dinner
February 14

Don't miss Chef Yamaguchi's exciting
four-course dinner, cooked with loving care,
especially for couples for only $21.95.
Ladies receive a complimentary rose, too.

President's Day Special
February 16

Receive free soft drinks during our Mongolian
buffet

JA-pun Dinner Show

February 19

Dinner at 1830; show at 1930

Don't miss this fun filled evening of comedy and
great East-Meets-West food including edamame,
agedashi tofui, special California-style sushi plate,
tempura and more for only $27 per person.
Tickets go on sale February 1. Book early!

Starbucks Coffee
Now open

Monday Friday 0630-2100
Saturday & Sunday 07302100
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Carson’s last monologue

Letterman delivers legend’s jokes in poignant farewell

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It was Johnny
Carson’s last monologue and, pre-
dictably, it drew plenty of laughs.

David Letterman paid tribute
to Carson, who died Jan. 23, by de-
livering a “Late Show” mono-
logue Monday composed entirely
of jokes the retired “Tonight”
show host had quietly sent him in
his final months.

Only after the monologue was
through did Letterman tell the au-
dience who had written the jokes.
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There were some topics Carson
couldn’t resist in retirement: Paris
Hilton and Donald Trump’s hair.

Letterman set up one joke by
noting scientists had been work-
ing on an airplane that flew 50
miles above the Earth. Only two
man-made objects were visible at
that distance, he said.

“One is the Great Wall of
China,” Letterman said. “and the
other is Donald Trump’s hair.”

Letterman said Hilton’s dog,
Tinkerbell, was mlabmg for a few
days because it was “with the
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Taco Bell Chihuahua making a
sex video.”

One of Carson’s former produc-
ers, Peter Lassally, told Letter-
man the one thing Carson missed
after retiring in May 1992 was his
nightly monologue. Carson would
read the newspapers in the morn-
ing and write jokes, calling Lassal-
ly and delivering them by phone.

nly after much prodding did
Carson agree to send some to Let-
terman. “He was delighted that
you did them and that the audi-
ence laughed at them,” Lassally
said.

Medicare to cover Viagra, other ‘lifestyle’ drugs

WASHINGTON — Sexual performance drugs like Viagra will be
covered by Medicare’s new prescription benefit beginning next
year, along with medications for other conditions like high blood
pressure and heart disease, Health and Human Services officials
said Tuesday.

And like those other drugs, prescriptions for Pfizer Inc.’s Viagra
will be tightly controlled.

The law, which takes effect Jan. 1 at a cost of more than $500 bil-
lion over a decade, says Viagra can be prescribed only when medi-
cally necessary, and in limited quantities.

Microsoft Corp. debuts own search engine

SEATTLE — Microsoft Corp. is formally launching its new Inter-
net search engine, several months after it debuted in test form.

On Tuesday, Microsoft’s own search engine will permanently re-
place the Yahoo search that has been used on Mi
’s MSN Web site.

But Yahoo's technology will be still be used for the “sponsored”
listings that companies pay for, and that appear separately along-
side the main search results.

From The Associated Press
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Misawa Airman’s

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
After making a  perma-
nent-change-of-station move here
in July, military spouse Cindy
Straight picked up some free dish-
es and other household goods
from the Airman’s Attic to get
started in her family’s new Misa-
wa home.

If Straight were to swing by the
attic today, all she would find is
an empty lot.

Misawa residents lost their Air-
man’s Attic this past fall, when
Building 655 was demolished.
Base officials said the govern-
ment of Japan had scheduled the
building, built in 1953, to be razed
due to its age and to allow for the
rebuilding of Grissom Dining Fa-
cility.

Across the Air Force, Airman’s
Attic — usually run by volunteers
under a private organization —
provides donated furniture, cloth-
ing, household and baby items for
free. At Misawa, all ranks, as well
as civilians, could use the attic, al-
though on most air bases it's
cally available for families E- 4
and below.

But families who shopped at
Misawa’s attic shouldn’t lament
Jjust yet.

Though Airman’s Attic is no
longer a physical space with a
sign in front, its services continue
to be provided, said Maj. Matt
Cornell, 35th Mission Support
Squadron commander.

“The function is still alive

How the Thrift Store works

The Misawa Thnft Store accepts donations of clothes, books,
200« dishes and toys, linens,
computer pmducls DVDs, videos, music items and more.

The store does not accept stained, torn, broken or dirty items, un-
dergarments or fatigues. Donations can be placed in a box behind
Building 540 across from the post office. Up to 20 items may be con-
signed per week, consisting of 10 clothing and 10 non-clothing
items. The owner sets the price; the Thrift Store commission of 20
percent is subtracted from all items.

The Thrift Store has special discounts that include 50-cent Satur-
days, when all donated items cost 50 cents. Families E-1 to E-4 can

take advantage of the free shopping program during regular hours,

except Saturdays. Military uniforms are free to active-duty mem-
bers with an ID card, with a limit of two sets per month. The store
also keeps a wish list and will call individuals if the product be-
comes available or comes into the store. Extra items, such as
clothes not in season, are donated to the Morioka Orphanage. Store
hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday and Wednesday, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. the second Saturday of every month.
Call DSN 226-4447 for more information or to volunteer.

— Stars and Stripes

here,” he said. “We had to go to penses we have to pay,” said

some innovative solutions, and
it’s not all in one place, but all the
functions are being performed.”

The Thrift Shop, located in
Building 540, has absorbed most
of the attic. And though clothing
and other merchandise at the
store carries a nominal price tag,
families E-4 and below from any
service may shop for up to $20
worth of items for free once a
month under a pilot program
started several months ago, and
military uniforms are free to ac-
tive-duty members with ID.

“Our question was, ‘How much
was it going to affect our income
coming in? because we have ex-
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Thrift Shop manager Julie Yager.
“It hasn’t cut into it too much, so
we should be able to continue.
For one thing, there’s not another
organization that can take it on,
and it's a big need on base.”

The other services carried by
Airman’s Attic — “the loan clos-
et” for families making a perma-
nent-change-of-station  and the
food pantry — are set up in a
room at the Torii Building under
the direction of Family Services
and the Family Support Center.
Both are open 7:30 am. to 4:30
p.m. Monday to Friday.

Maj. Victor Baumgarten, Family
Support Center director, said there
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Amanda Thompson, a

wasn't a central location to move
Airman’s Attic to and it made
sense to move it into the Thrift
Shop because of the staff members
and volunteers already in place.

‘The Thrift Shop, run by the Mis-
awa Officers Spouses Club with
help from the Enlisted Communi-
ty Organization, is a nonprofit en-
deavor staffed mostly by volun-
teers, officials said. All of its prof-
its, after operating expenses, go
back into the Misawa community
in the form of scholarships and do-
nations to youth and other organi-
zations. Most items are donated
to the Thrift Shop, though some
are sold on consignment.

Since taking on Airman’s Attic,
the Thrift Shop has seen the num-
ber of individuals taking advan-
tage of E-1-to-E-4 privileges
steadily grow. In October, 32 peo-

ple signed up for free shopping
and selecled $468 worth of items,
according to Yager. In December,
the Thrift Shop gave away $717 in

to SO participants.

Attic gone, deals aren’

JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes

itary spouse at Misawa Air Base, Japan, brows-
es for children’s clothing at the base’s Thrit

Shop.

“In some respects, I think air-
men may have more of a choice
because of the selection at the
Thrift Shop,” Cornell said, noting
families E-1 to E-4 with a greater
need can apply for more than $20
in items through their unit first
sergeant.

For military spouse Amanda
Thompson, the switch to the
Thrift Shop has been nearly seam-
less. “It’s about the same,” she
said last week, while using her
monthly free shopping quota. “T
get a lot of my girls’ clothes here.
I'm not really missing anything.”

Straight, who grabbed up those
dishes when moving to Misawa,
admits she misses the attic, even
though she thinks the Thrift Shop
is a great base service.

“There’s more selection here,
it's just there’s a price on it here,”
she said. “You can’t beat free
stuff.”

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at:
svanj@pstripes.osd.mil
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Money tip of the day

Inappropriate talk at work

BY JUSTIN BACHMAN
The Associated Press

1s your workplace akin to a frat
house or locker room more often
than a place of serious business?

More than a third of us, 34 per-
cent, have heard sexually inappro-
priate remarks at work, accord-
ing to a survey of workers.

But those who talk apparently
are cautious about whom they’re
addressing: Racial slurs also lin-
ger — 28 percent of whites said
they'd heard one at work, more
than three times the

of workers over age 54 said
they'd heard such comments.

The largest decline in reported
ridicule or verbal abuse came in
the area of sexual orientation,
with 20.2 percent saying they had
heard such comments, down
from 24.4 percent in the previous
survey a year ago.

“It seems that sexual com-
‘ments are still thought less objec-
tionable than, say, ethnic or
race-related insults,” said Mike
Hyter, president and CEO of No-
vations/J. Howard & Associates,
a Boston-based ing and

reported by black employees. Al-
most a quarter of workers also
said they'd heard age-related ridi-
cule at work, but only 13 percent

training firm.

The results are from telephone
interviews with 632 employed
adults.
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A storm system over the Southeast

airy HIGHILOW  cITY HIGHILOW Thursday will bring rain and drizzle to
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Nouquerque 4327 Los Argeles 76048 the Carolinas and Georgia, as well as
Anchorage 162 Louisville 45/32 parts of Florida. High pressure will
Asheville 42/30  Miami 76/60 keep the Rocky Mountains dry once
Baltimore 4018 Milwaukee 34724 again and temperatures will be quite
Birmingham 50140  Nashville 49/38 mild across the northern Rockies.
Bismarck 43122 New York 40128 Mild air will also be found across the
Boise 41126 Omaha 39/28 Plains and Upper Midwest. In the
Boston ggﬁg Orlando Zf;gg Northeast, sunshine will mix with
Buffalo 3416 Phoenix 66/47 some clouds, but most areas will be
Burlington 31110  Pittsburgh 38/17 dry. A storm will bring some rain and
Charleston, SC  50/37  Portland, OR  54/36 mountain snow to the Northwest
Charlotte 49/30  Portland, ME  37/10 Friday and Saturday and colder air
Cleveland 3017 SaltLake City ~ 40/25 will follow on the heels of the storm.
SO:umb"S‘ OH gggi g;:ﬁ;\;‘; o zgg; There is a chance for some rain and

uluf . wet snow along the East Coast. The
EL’:;;% ggﬁ? 22: _?J:%“ ;i’;gg Southeast should dry out. Moisture
Helena 47024 Tampa 74/55 may return to western and central
Indianapolis  40/22  Tulsa 42127 Texas
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Kansas City 3924 Wichita 37/26

Shown is noon position of precipitation. Forecats highs/lows are for selected cities
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Boycotting cars not an option

Tunderstand where the writer of “Boycott
your car, not AAFES” (letter, Jan. 24) is try-
ing to come from. And I wish that life
worked that way. But unfortunately for
some, there are not always other options.

Here at Naval Air Station Sigonella, some
of us have a 30-minute drive from Mineo
housing area to get to NAS II, the “working”
base, and 45 minutes to get to NAS 1, the
“all-purpose” base. So walking and bike
riding are out of the question. We also do not
have shuttle buses that come all the way out
here. But luckily buses do come out for the
schoolchildren. Car-pooling isn’t always an
option, because not everyone works the
same area or the same times.

We do not use our vehicle for any travel
other than from bases to housing. We have
only one vehicle for the family. But it does
not matter what vehicles people drive, when
you think about how far we have to travel a
week. That includes any time a family mem-
ber has a medical appointment and we have
to drive 45 minutes to get to the hospital.

1 realize there are many unjust issues in
the world, yet I also realize there are too
many people complaining, most just to hear
the sound of their own voice. Americans
need to learn to help and learn from one and
another, and to get rid of the feeling that
their way is the only way. I appreciate hear-

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[CD’QAHZ(%DWE +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

ing others’ opinions, yet remember they are
only one’s own opinion and not the way of
the world.

In a perfect world we would not have to
rely so much on pollutant-causing vehicles,
but in modern times, that is how we live.

Patti Webb
Naval Air Station Sigonella, Ttaly

Letter misses real point

I'm writing in response to the letter
“Boycott your car, not AAFES” about
‘ways to address the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service’s gas prices. The letter
has some very good suggestions for re-
ducing gas consumption, which reduces
the amount of money we overpay to
AAFES. But it ignores the main bone of
contention that many of us have with
AAFES: the overcharging for gas.

The letter writer’s attitude seems to be:
“If you're getting ripped off, don’t com-
plain, suck it up, and just use less gas.”
I'm sorry, but if P'm getting ripped off,
T'm going to speak up.

The writer also writes that “if the
whole United States would stop consum-
ing massive amounts of foreign oil, the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries would be forced to lower pric-
es for supply and demand.” This com-
pletely ignores the findings of most glo-
bal economists who have stated that it is
China’s massive, record-breaking con-
sumption of fossil fuels that drove up
crude oil prices over the last year. But I
guess if the writer doesn’t ignore that
fact, he can’t blame high gas prices on
those evil SUV-driving Americans.

Tech. Sgt. James E. King
Ramstein Air Base, Germany

A new mind-set on RFK assassination

BY JOHN HISCOCK

ver since he was seized with a

.22-caliber revolver in his hand in

the pantry of the Ambassador

Hotel [in Los Angeles] in June
1968, Sirhan Sirhan has maintained he was
hypnotized into shooting Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy.

The contention was discounted by the
jury, which, after deliberating for 16Y>
hours, found him “alone and not in concert
with anyone else” guilty of murder in the
first degree. Almost everyone who studied
the case subsequently agreed.

But nearly 40 years later, the story refus-
es to die. In recent months, several people
have emerged to suggest that Sirhan may
have been telling the truth; that he may
have been hypnotized into becoming a
“Manchurian ~Candidate”-style ~assassin.
The catalyst for the campaign is a new book,
“Nemesis,” by British author Peter Evans,
who, using CIA documents and interviews,
claims to have identified the hypnotist as
Dr. William Joseph Bryan, who had worked
on CIA mind-control programs and who

Ts it nuts? Another meaningless conspira-
cy theory? You be the judge. Celebrities
journalists — Robert Vaughn and Dominick
Dunne among them — have taken up the
case and are pressing the federal govern-
ment to open an investigation into the case.

Doonesbury

Vaughn, who was a good friend of Sen.
Kennedy’s (and who starred in the televi-
sion series “The Man From UN.C.LE”),
has sent a copy of the book to Sirhan. In his
accompanying letter he told Sirhan: “It con-
tains important new information about your

tor, as saying the investigators were unable
to penetrate the “white fog” surrounding
the 12-week gap, about which Sirhan ap-

peared to have total amnesia.
Evans also reproduces parts of Sirhan’s
diary that conlam what he says are
" entries and which some psy-

case that I believe your claims
of having been hypnotized at the time of the
shooting and also produces the first credible
evidence of motivation and method.”

Sirhan’s lawyer, Lawrence Teeter, has al-
ways maintained that his client was under
hypnosis at the time of the shooting. Now he
has filed a lawsuit in Los Angeles Superior
Court in connection with the demolition of
the Ambassador Hotel. He says the pantry
must not be destroyed because, he claims,
bullet holes in the walls and ceiling demon-
strate conclusively that more than one gun-
‘man fired shots at Kennedy.

Both Evans and Teeter argue that Sirhan
was there as the “patsy” to be either arrest-
ed or, preferably, killed by police while the
real assassin escaped. They agree that al-
though Sirhan fired shots before he was
wrestled down, none of them hit Kennedy.

Evans contends Sirhan was hypnotized
during a three-month period known as the
“white fog” when the police task force later
investigating the assassination — and trying
to construct a meticulous timetable of
Sirhan’s activities up to the shooting — lost
track of him. Evans quotes LAPD Detective
Bill Jordan, who was Sirhan’s first interroga-

chlamsls he mlervlewed identified as “auto-
matic writing” — a technique sometimes
used by hypnotherapists to implant ideas in
the subconscious of a hypnotized patient.

Hypnotism is considered hokum by
many, but others argue that it has been ef-
fectl\'ely used to help smokers give up the
habit, cure sleep disorders and reduce
stress and for other purposes. It is also now
accepted in many quarters that hypnotism
was used by the CIA and military intelli-
gence as part of a U.S. government program
to enable handlers to make people commit
crimes with no knowledge of what they
were doing.

For the moment, few credible historians
or students of the assassination are signing
on to this latest version. “The Manchurian
Candidate,” the satirical novel by Richard
Condon about a U.S. soldier brainwashed by
communists into becoming a political assas-
sin, was, in their opinion, nothing more than
a work of fiction. But to hear Evans and Co.
tell it, his premise may have been unsettling-
ly accurate.

John Hiscock is a Los Angeles-based British journal-
ist who writes for the London Daily Telegraph. This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.
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OPINION

Iraq bravely voted to embrace nationalism

WASHINGTON

‘ ‘ sn’t it pretty to think so?” Those

concluding words of Heming-

I way’s “The Sun Also Rises,” a

novel of postwar disillusion, be-

came a generation’s verbal shrug, express-

ing weary melancholy

after a war waged to

make the world safe
for democracy.

Eighty years on,
there of course remain
reasons for wondering
whether Iraq’s stride
toward popular sover-
eignty will lead to a du-
rable and admirable
democracy. But it is a
humbling privilege for
the rest of us to share
the planet with the defi-
ant Iraqis who campaigned and voted, and
the coalition’s superb warriors who made
voting possible.

Democracy is more than a mechanism for
picking leaders; it is institutions of plural-
ism, and attitudes of majority forbearance
and minority acceptance. But democracy is
a mechanism for selecting leaders. Can the
leaders selected on Sunday — who must
choose by a two-thirds vote a three-person
Presidential Council, then write a constitu-
tion under which there will be another elec-
tion for new leaders, all by December —
lead toward a secular state respectful of civil
liberties? If the government generated on
Sunday cannot produce ample security —
and electricity — it will be evanescent. To
forestall majority tyranny, the new assem-
bly will reflect proportional representation
to a degree that would test the coali-
tion-building skills of a mature parliamenta-
Ty system: Any party with even one-seven-
ty-fifth of the vote gets one of the 275 assem-
bly seats. Two-thirds of the voters in any
three of Iraq’s 18 provinces can veto the con-

George Will

stitution, which means the Kurds or Sunnis
could.

Tn which case, Iraq will be back to square
one. But where exactly is that? As a commu-
nal moment, Sunday’s elections should fuel
Iraqi nationalism. Largely because of a mis-
understanding of Hitler — a racist, not a na-
tionalist; he supplanted national symbols
with party symbols — nationalism has ac-
quired a bad reputation. But nationalism —
acivic identity organized around shared his-
tory and commemorated on sacred days,
such as Jan. 30 — can trump sectarian differ-
ences, and fuse where they fracture.

Days before the voting, Abu Musab al-Zar-
qawi, the terrorist, and Edward Kennedy,
the senator, contributed to Americans’ un-
derstanding of the struggle in Iraq — Zar-
qawi by his clarity, Kennedy by his confu-
sion. In a speech intellectually disheveled
and morally obtuse, Kennedy said, “Our mili-
tary and the insurgents are fighting for the
same thing — the hearts and minds of the
people.” His weird idea is that while the coa-
lition struggles to persuade Iraqis to try de-
mocracy, with its compromises and vici
tudes, the insurgents are trying to persuade
Iraqis to embrace a rival idea of social orga-
nization. Actually, the two significant fac-
tions of insurgents, who have the totalitari-
ans’ characteristic penchant for candor, do
not even pretend to value consent achieved
by persuasion.

One group, the former Baathist regime ele-
ments, aims only to return to their totalitari-
an vocation, as George Orwell understood it:
“a boot stamping on a human face — forev-
er.” These elements know that only intimida-
tion by the vilest violence can serve them.
Imagining them, as Kennedy does, as cam-
paigners for a rival doctrine is, well, weird.

The other insurgents, those with radical Is-
lam’s agenda, reject modernity root and
branch, and so reject the idea that govern-
ments derive legitimacy from the consent of
the governed. Twentieth-century totalitari-
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ans — fascists and communists — felt con-
strained to bow toward popular sovereignty
with plebiscitary forms. Not Zarqawi, who
says democracy is an “evil principle” and
“heresy itself” because the will of the gov-
erned supplants God’s will. For radical
Islam, the public’s mind deserves not re-
spect but a religious scrubbing.

Forty years ago Kennedy suffered a con-
tinuing brain cramp. He and an aging but
vocal portion of his party have no prism to
see through and no vocabulary to speak with
other than Vietnam. Hence they see the
Iraqi insurgents as another iteration of the
Viet Cong. But the Viet Cong had a market-
able model for organizing the modern world.
Marxism — “scientific socialism” — is today
as vanished as a pricked bubble, but when
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Ho Chi Minh was in Paris, it was considered
the last word in modernity, and found a
mass market. Zarqawi’s “program” is a howl
of rage against modernity, promising only
different boots — clerical ones — on the
same faces.

Americans are understandably weary of
hearing, “Now comes the really hard part.”
But those who said that after Baghdad fell 22
‘months ago were right, and those who say it
after Sunday might be. Nevertheless, getting
to, and through, Sunday was hard, and those
— Iraqis, Americans and other coalition forc-
es — who did it might yet pull that country
into modernity. Isn't it pretty to think so?
George Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Final respects can celebrate an individual’s spirit

e been hunting only once in my life,
o I'm guessing that a new line of cam-
ouflage caskets featuring deer, ducks
or turkeys won’t be appropriate for me

when I buy the farm.

Bill Tammeus

Still, T find some-
thing appealing — not
appalling —  about
camo caskets
built and sold by Ar-
kansas Casket Sales of
Heber Springs, Ark.
(www.camocasket.
com). I like the notion
that we can tug on
Death’s cape and cele-
brate — even a little
whimsically — the life
of the one who has
died. ...

These 18-gauge steel, gasketed, $2,995 cas-
kets come in “natural” and “evergreen,” and
co-owner Ruth Ann Graves (the perfect last
name to own a casket company) says they
have been “well-received. We've had a few
sales. We feel like we're getting there, but
it’s just been hard getting the word out.”

Her husband, Hugh Graves, says camo
caskets fit into the move toward more-per-
sonalued funerals.

s are changing from the old morbid
way of gruesome funerals,” he says. “It’s a
time to celebrate.” And yet he adds this:
“We strictly are serious about this. Death is
serious. When it happens to your family, it
hurts. But we do something for the family
that actually helps them.” .

But, he acknowledges, “It's not for every-

dy.

And yet everyone — whether people of

faith or people who stay as far away from re-
ligion as possible — eventually must face
death. And there are honored traditions
about how we say farewell and — depending
on the religion, if any — about how we under-
stand death.

But even in the most somber cultures,
there surely is space at the end of a life to
say, “This is part of who this person was.” ...

When my father died 13 years ago, we
chose a big-boned, wooden casket that re-
flected his gentle masculinity. When my
mother died almost nine years ago, our
choice was a soft, pinkish metal that spoke of
alove of beauty and her feminine qualities.

I hope to avoid putting my survivors

through such a choice by being cremated
and having my ashes buried on the grounds
of my church. But ... I agree with Hugh and
Ruth Ann Graves that there is a lot of room
for expressions of individuality in funerals.

One reason is that religious tradition in al-
most all cultures for centuries has viewed
life as an enormous and precious gift.

It’s one reason, for example, that all major
religions approve of organ and tissue dona-
tion so that one who is dying may help ex-
tend life for others. There certainly are dif-
ferent approaches ... but the overwhelming
emphasis is on the value of preserving life
and passing it on.

In some ways, that’s because religions rec-

ognize that the mysterious reality of life it-
self is not something individuals own, exact-
ly. ... Doing something a little odd — such as
choosmg a casket decorated with hunting
camouflage —is ... another way of affirming
life as a joyous gi

And speaking of affirmations, I've been
thinking a little more about a casket to honor
newspaper columnists. Headlines are fine,
as well as some reprinted columns, but in-
stead of a phone number and e-mail address
at the end of the columns, I'd use a line that
says: “You can comment on this column
when you get to wherever the columnist has

Bill Tammeus is a columnist
for The Kansas City (Mo.) Star.
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Postcard mystery

MORGANTOWN —

A postcard that
Navy recruit Dennis Bosley
sent to his mother has been
returned — 37 years after
he mailed it.

The yellowed postcard
intended for Beatrice
Bosley arrived in her
son’s Morgantown mail-
box Saturday inside
an envelope with no
return address. “It’s
just weird,” said Bosley, 55. “I'd
like to find out who sent it to me
and what happened to it. I have no
idea. I've called all my family, and
they have no idea.”

Bosley mailed the postcard from
boot camp in 1968. He later served
on the destroyer USS Waldon dur-
ing the Vietnam War. Nine days
after he returned to Morgantown,
his mother died.

Lunch looks ici
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three years after lawmakers called
for their sale, a newspaper report-
vy

posal last year to
merge with lew
Hampshire after re-
w peated attempts to chal-
lenge the state’s educa-

tion law.

Like Killington, Winhall
is considered a sending or
“gold” town under Ver-
mont's education funding
law, and is responsible for
sending more money to the
state in taxes than other
towns. About 90 percent of
properties are  vacation
homes in the town that borders
Stratton and its popular ski resort.

Suburbs surpass city

DES MOINES — The com-

bined population of 14 sur-
rounding suburbs has outgrown
Des Moines’ the Des

ed. D
data gathered by The Post-Cres-
cent in Appleton show that the
state has sold 11 airplanes since
fall 2002, about $1.2 mil-

CHICAGO — The state attor-
ney general’s office is investi-
gating whether two state utility reg-
ulators from the Illinois Com-
‘merce Commission broke any laws
by attending a private lunch with
executives from Peoples Energy.
The lunch occurred days after a
utility watchdog group filed paper-
work with the ICC demanding
$149 million in refunds for alleged
overcharges to Chicago-area con-
sumers.

Ferry refunds $150,000

ROCHESTER After

being threatened with a law-
suit, the operator of an idled
high-speed ferry agreed to pay
$150,000 in refunds to more than
1,100 customers.

New York State Attorney Gener-
al Eliot Spitzer initially obtained re-
funds for nearly S0 customers be-
fore hundreds more brought com-
plaints against the Spirit of Ontario
that ran daily across Lake Ontario
from Rochester, N.Y., to Toronto,
Canada.

Canadian American Transporta-
tion Systems, which ran the ferry
for 11 weeks of sailing, will mail re-
funds.

Super mom’s Bowl plea

JACKSONVILLE — To get

her sons into the Super
Bowl, Barbara Langston is using
some nifty advertising.

Langston placed a classified ad
in The Florida Times-Union,
which said, “2 kind, pollte,
well-mannered, teenage boys look-
ing for Super Bowl tickets. Call
their Mom.”

“I'm their Mom and I think they
are OK,” said Langston, who
knows she will pay a lot of money
for the tickets, possibly as much a
$1,000 each for tickets with a face
value of $500. “They are the kind
of kids mothers dream about hav-
ing,” she said.

It's not that either of her sons,
ages 15 and 17, are huge fans of ei-
ther team — the New England Patri-
ots and Philadelphia Eagles — but
she said they live within walking
distance of Alltel Stadium, and she
believes it’s a chance of a lifetime.

Plane sales going slow

MADISON — The state still
owns two-thirds of its origi-
nal fleet of airplanes more than

lion. However, it still owns 19 air-
planes.

Training flights continue

GORMAN — A top Defense

Department official con-
cluded that new housing develop-
ments planned on Tejon Ranch in
the mountains north of Los Ange-
les will not interfere with low-level
training flights.

Navy Rear Adm. J.L. Betancourt
says a military analysis has allayed
his concerns that the new city
would prevent Navy, Marine and
Air Force combat pilots from train-
ing over the Tehachapi Mountains.

Town may move from Vt.

WINHALL — Officials in
another community want
their town to secede from Vermont
and join New Hampshire.

The Winhall Selectboard plans
to ask voters about the secession
idea on Town Meeting Day on
March 1.

Town officials believe property
taxes in Vermont are too high and
the education funding system is

wed. A successful secession
vote would send & message to the
Tosi é

Moines Sunday Register reported.

Unofficial estimates from city of-
ficials count 206,651 residents in
the suburbs while Des Moines has
201,655 residents, the newspaper
said.

Low count blamed on rain

GATLINBURG The

Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park drew about 9.1 million
visitors in 2004, down 2 percent, of-
ficials said.

Park Superintendent Dale Dit-
‘manson said weather was a key fac-
tor, since the park got 11 inches
more rain than normal. Several of
the rainy months came during usu-
ally busy tourism times. The park
is the most visited in the USA.

Sin tax on adult shows

JEFFERSON CITY — A

Show-Me State lawmaker
wants a sin tax — on those who
show too much.

First, Missouri banished sexy
billboards and young strip danc-
ers. Now, Republican Sen. Matt
Bartle wants to force adult enter-
tainment businesses out of the
state by stripping them of their
profits.

Legislation pending in the Sen-
ate would impose a 20 percent tax
on revenues of all “sexually orient-
ed » charge a $5 fee for

Chairman Frank Pinto.

“It's to make a statement to
Montpeher ” he said. “We’re not
happy.”

Killington voters approved a pro-

each person entering their doors
and prohibit them from staying
open late at night.

“The goal of the bill is to make
Missouri mhospnahle for these
businesses,” said Bartle.

Look out below

From top, George Karnazes, 7;
Lizzie Kingsley, 8; and Bailey
Perry, 8, sled down a frosty hill in
Charlotte, N.C.

Adult executives
question whether the legislation vi-
olates constitutional free-speech
and expression rights and warn it
could hurt the state’s economy.

“It’s a small business killer and
it's a job killer,” said Dick Snow,
owner of Bazooka’s Showgirls in
Kansas City and a board member
of the Missouri Association of Club
Executives, the industry’s trade
group.

Meat plant to redevelop

MANCHESTER — Offi-
cials signed papers to buy
the former Jac Pac meat process-
ing plant for $3 million.
They’re considering a variety of
possible uses for the 17-acre site.
Any redevelopment of the river-
front property would complement
a planned ballpark for the New
Hampshire Fisher Cats minor
league baseball team and a hotel
and condominium complex, offi-
cials said.

; Josephine, a bulldog, sleeps after riding in the
Dog tired Krewe of Mutts Mardi Gras parade in Baton
Rouge, La. The parade, which raises money for the Capital Area Animal
Welfare Society, features dogs dressed in costumes and other finery.

Nikolai Roubtsov,

From Russia, with a big smile g ol

Anna Shchukina during a performance by the Moiseyev Dance Company, a
Russian folkloric dance company, in Owensboro, Ky.

: Rep. Mark Homer, D-Texas, second
ClOWIllIlg around left, serves dinner to his wife
Jennifer Homer, left, and Dr. Richard Grossnickle and his wife, Lisa, right,
during the annual Daon Wall Rotary Scholarship Benefit in Paris, Texas.
Homer, along with other local personalities, took part in the theme of
“Circus, Circus” for the celebrity-waiter dinner.
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Bdttle of he brass

Taking her best shot

semi-final eight ball game against Jessica Frideres, not shown, during the
Midwest Casino Pool Tour tournament in Burlington, lowa.

Toni Mattson makes a shot
whi

Run Randy Moss!

Marching bands from Bethune-Cookman College, of Daytona Beach Fla.,
left, and Florida A&M, of Tallahassee, Fla., perform in the grand f
the Battle of the Bands during the 2005 Invitational Showcase at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta.

Star-spangled baby
Hayden Mock, 6 months, of Copperas
Cove, Texas, plays with an American
flag as he waits with family members
for his Uncle Mike Putnam of the
21st Cavalry Brigade to return
from Iraq, during a welcome home
cceremony for soldiers from 13th
COSCOM and the First Cavalry
Division at Fort Hood, Texas.

e esan Ao rrenas

e
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Paﬂy Sell, of Lincoln, Neb., races her duck, named Randy Moss after the
Minnesota Vikings wide receiver, during the 25th annual Avoca Quack Off

in Avoca, Neb. The event, in which ducks race across a frozen tennis court, benefits the local fire department.

Videotaping police nixed

WASHINGTON — Mayor

Anthony Williams wants a

bill requiring police to videotape in-

terrogations of serious crime sus-
pects “reworked.”

Williams vetoed the measure, be-

cause it could make unrecorded

in court.

the three-story house built in 1906.

Regents tapped an endowment
fund for $370,000. The rest came
from the university’s building re-
newal fund.

The 35-room house also serves
as a site for many university social
functions.

The D.C. Attorney General and
U.S. Attorney’s Office supported
the mayor’s decision.

No-call violators beware

MADISON — Cell phone

users could list their num-
bers on Wisconsin’s no-call list for
the first time under proposed legis-
lation that also would increase the
penalties for telemarketers who vi-
olate the law.

The proposal would increase the
fines to up to $10,000 per violation
by telemarketers from the current
level of $100. Federal law prohibits
telemarketing calls to cell phones,
but state law doesn’t include a simi-
lar provision.

Juror’s calls costly

COLUMBIA — A woman
was found in contempt of
court for telephoning news organi-
zations while serving as a juror in a
federal death penalty trial.
Cynthia Wilson was ordered to
perform 120 hours of community
service and repay $2,500 of the
5,600 she received for jury duty.
Wilson made the calls to bring at-
tention to the case so women
would be aware of dangerous situa-
tions, her attorney said.

Work more for less?

PROVIDENCE — Eligibili-
ty rules for the state’s pen-
sion system would be tightened
under an overhaul of the system
proposed by Gov. Don Carcieri.
Employees would have to work
longer to qualify, and could be paid
less under the plan.
Carcieri said his plan would
save $256 million during the next
five years.

Schools miss standard:
cT HARTFORD — About 25

percent of the state’s school
districts were warned that they
aren’t meeting the standards of the
federal No Child Left Behind law.

The 43 school districts were
spread across cities and suburbs
and included the state’s technical
school system.

Fewer earned the designation
than last year, when 99 districts
were identified for poor perfor-
mance.

Tax man will collect

BATON ROUGE — The
state Department of Reve-
nue has mailed about 107,000 certi-
fied letters informing delinquent
taxpayers that the state will seize
any refunds they might expect
from their federal income tax re-
turns.
Louisiana is taking advantage of
a recent amendment to federal
law. It hopes to collect $180.4 mil-
lion in back taxes.

arette tax hike

COLUMBUS — Gov. Bob

Taft is considering an in-
crease in the tax on cigarettes to
help balance the budget.

A leading business group said
it’s been told by the governor’s
staff that the tax could add 45
cents to the current tax of S5 cents
per pack. Lawmakers approved an
increase in the cigarette tax in
2002 to fill a budget deficit.

Killer lion killed

SAN JOSE — A wildlife

warden shot a mountain
lion to death in the back yard of a
rural home after the animal killed
two goats.

of Fish and Game of-

A t, 79, " q
COLUMBUS - A
79-year-old retiree was

among five peace activists sen-
tenced to three months of federal
incarceration and fined $500 for
trespassing on Army property dur-
ing a protest last November at the
former School of the Americas.

Tom MacLean of Ashfield,
Mass., will serve his sentence in a
federal medical facility.

No-tax plan considered

DES MOINES — Senate Re-
publicans introduced an eco-
nomic development plan that calls
for eliminating the state income
tax for everyone under the age of
30 while giving tax credits to busi-
nesses that create jobs.
Any job qualifying for the tax
credit must pay at least $10 an

The elimination of the state in-
come tax is aimed at keeping
young workers in Towa.

Home’s pricey makeover

EYPPY SEATTLE — University of

Washington _ President
Mark Emmert and his family have
moved into the president’s man-
sion after a 540,000 renovation of

flClalS said efforts to scare away
the lion with bright lights and
noise had failed. “Most of the time
.. when faced with that kind of
noise and visual dlsruptlon, most
animals will leave,” Fish and
Game Lt. Don Kelly said. “This
one held its ground.”

Famous hotel to close

NEW YORK — The Plaza
Hotel, a meeting place for
kings and queens, presidents and
stars for nearly a century, will
close by April 30, its owner says.
The 805-room hotel with the Cen-
tral Park view will be transformed
into a combination of upscale con-
dominiums, stores and a much
smaller hotel. It's expected to re-
open late next year.

Laptop trial a success

CONWAY — The Universi-

ty of Central Arkansas says
a pilot program to provide laptop
computers to new students has
proven successful and it intends to
supply 1,000 of the machines to stu-
dents in the fall. In return, stu-
dents will pay a fee of about $250
per semester, and they have to
give the computers back at the end
of the school year.
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them are dead, and you must read
oroscope about them, but others are alive, @ A0 S0, WA NoTHING LFET T
and this is the perfect time to write 3 T&;ﬁ;&:@]& MCDVZE (S THE
The sun and Neptune dance them! Arzzn letter could open up g I DISTANT CROWD BEOH.
closely this afternoon, unearthing your world. =
something that was buried in the VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). -
subconscious. This could You're impatient to skip £
be as simple as “| forgot to . . ahead. When your skills
pick up my dry cleaning Holiday Mathis e <o exceptional that E
last week!” or as profound r everyone notices, and =
as “So that's what my your attitude is so posi- S
mother meant when she five that you bring every-
told me that story when | one else up, too, high-
was 6! Acting on the er-ups can't help but
impulse of this discovery is promote you.
exceedingly lucky. LIBRA (Sept. :
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 23-Oct. 23). Examine + i
(February 3). There's your legacy. The dreams H 1
drama around you, but of your father or mother | 38 were @Vi_edu\ed
your brilliant handling of are being played out in Y get our
conflict is what sets you apart this your lfe in some way. It's g
year. The turmoil is really your lucky to give credit where credit is =
opportunity to step in and take your ~ due and also to realize what is -
“game” to a whole new level. Your yours.
income leaps up, and so does your SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
sel-esteen in the next 10WeekS.  ypan love comes too quicky
Singles hng(ha( romance with a forward, your instinct is to take R
Taurus or Gemini boosts energy in ek steps back. But if you rush i
many areas of life. forward, 100, you might find that i
ARIES (March 21-April 19). you've got more control of the %
Your utter uniqueness is featured, situation. Seize your power. H
and you don't have to do a thing SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. » i
besides be yourself. A, but there’s 21). Recent technological develop- E §
the rub. Who are you? The ques-  ments are a big help — that is, if i
tion that was once so easily an- you take the time to leam properly. ¥ vy o ONT 8¢ SCARED. T SONT StARr oG 0R |
swered is now puzzling. However, a haphazard approach to RIGHT BY YOUR SIOE. m START CRYNG, DAD. /
TAURUS (April 20-May 20).  leaming could cause you more w%‘.fm"’iﬁ"ﬁ?fﬁi“mm 1 Gew
You're doing your part to wipe out  trouble than good. Be thorough. T WALk O T T v FEE e )\ !
a stain of sorts. You probably didn’t CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. N Lﬁk ] i
cause the mess, but being the 19). The Key to exuding confi- \f [
responsible soul you are, you step  dence is doing your homework. A N
up to make things right. Your re- job or client opportunity that comes >
wards wil be great. your way needs to be researched =
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). It — this is important. Someone with g

was Napoleon who said, “It is with
baubles that men are led.” Medals,
titles and uniforms play a part in
your motivation toward a goal, but
make sure that such trappings are
not your primary motivation.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Mental alertness and physical
agility go hand in hand. You're
downright sprightly! Don't waste
this fantastic energy on mundane
tasks. Go deeper into finding your
purpose, and see if that doesn't
change your schedule.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
leam from the giants now. Some of

a crush on you will reveal a bit of it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Accept goodhearted gestures of
kindness from others. Don't be
surprised if a friend comes over to
help you with the baby-sitting,
laundry and finding a date for the
wedding all in one fell swoop.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
If you're truly doing your best to
expand your horizons, you'll feel
like a fish out of water. So just
know that some degree of discom-
fortis necessary to the evolutionary
process. Good for you.
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 57 Started 21 Actor Wallach
1 Out of play 58 Busy with 24 Mis' neighbors
5 Eminem’s genre 25 Intensify
8 Jog Down 26 Duct tape,
12 Icicle’s place 1 Erté's style maybe?
13 Avall oneself of 2 Count counterpart 28 Evergreen
14 Exceptional 3 Champing at 29 Whoppers, e.g.
15 Home, in today’s the bit 30 Gun the engine
jargon 4 Red-ink entries 31 Pigs’ digs
16 The gir 5 Wheretoseea 36 Pact
17 Unoriginal one rock quartet? 37 Rocky height
18 Getting on in 6 Blond shade 38 Dwarfed tree
yoars 7 Juror, 41 Constitution's
theoretically first word
20 Area
22 male turkey 8 Dire 42 Manias
9 — movement 43 Lotion additive
23 Cover ;
.. (sleep 44 sailing vessel
24 Web site list, . .
phenomenon) 46 “Phooey!
often 10 Sandwich treat 47 Give off
27 Cops 11 Gull's cousin 48 Start over
32 — Darya 19 “And I should 51 The buck stops
33 Inlet care, why?” here
34 stil
35 Some pitches Answer to Previous Puzzle
38 Group of quail
39 Magnon
preceder
40 Seesaw quorum
42 Charlatanism
45 Ding site, often
49 — Romeo (car)
50 — Annie
(“Oklahoma!”
role)
52 Unaltered
53 Porter's
“Let's —
54 Court
55 Saharan
56 Alluring
2-3 CRYPTOQUIP
ocCci11J Y J YPSABIBDTIA
OBAFP PBDIOCIAI IVPI YS
JTKCS, T SYFI TS CI'P

DBBIVTKCSTIJK.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SHE JUST CANNOT
TAKE A JOKE! I SUGGEST SHE GET CHECKED
FOR AN IRONY DEFICIENCY.

Today’s Cryptoguip Clue: J equals N
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Many theories for helping ‘Papa’ JUNUELE

Dear Abby: Your advice to
“Fed Up in N.Y.,” whose fa-
ther-in-law scoots off in his
motorized wheelchair to the
local bar a mile away and re-
turns home drunk, missed one
point. The bar has a legal respon-
sibility not to allow cus-
tomers to leave drunk,
and instead of serving
drunk customers, to cut
them off.

“Fed Up” should go to
the bar with the police
and inform the bartend-
er and management that
the next time they “over-
serve” “Papa Jake,”
she’ll see to it that the
New York state liquor
license people get an
earful, and if anything
happens to Papa Jake, or he
causes injury to anyone in his
drunken condition on the way
home, the bar will share in that
responsibility.

T’ll bet a gin and tonic after
that the bar will cut Papa Jake
off long before he gets drunk.

— Davidj. in San Francisco
Dear David J: That may be

true in California, but I'm not

sure it’s so in every state. Your

lem, AA could be helpful. (And
s0 could Al-Anon for “Fed Up”
and her husband.) They might

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold nd Mike Argirion

. \\’”r»“\? \

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter 1o each square,
to form four ordinary words.

GINES

isan

and its certainly worth making
an inquiry to the beverage con-
trol board in that woman’s state.

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: why
didn’t you suggest
counseling for that
poor man? Obviously,
Papa Jake is widowed
and has too much idle
time on his hands.
After he has been
given a thorough physi-
cal and mental evalua-
tion, he needs to be
introduced to AA, as
well as activities that
could spark his creative talents.
— Jessica in Tennessee

Dear Jessica: I'm sure that at
the time of his stroke and after-
ward, Papa Jake received physi-
cal and neurological evalua-
tions. However, if he’s willing to
admit he has an alcohol prob-

also consider contacting the
American Stroke iati

which maintains a listing of
telephone support groups for
stroke survivors, their families,
friends and interested profes-
sionals. The toll-free number is
888-4STROKE.

Dear Abby: As a follow-up to
the letter from “Fed Up in
N.Y.,” whose father-in-law was
using his motorized scooter to
travel to a bar, I suggest that she
or her husband the

©2005 Tribune Media
Al Fights Reserved

[BoAN ]
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orvices. Inc

- tham sing for
their supper . (53

battery to his scooter. I hope this
is helpful.
— Philip C., Houston
Dear Philip: It might prove
helpful, but only as a last resort.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

hitp://
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Now arrange the circled letters to
torm the surprise answer, as
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(Answers tomofrow)

Universal Press Syndicate

Support mom’s choice of hoyfriend

Dear Annie: 1am in
my early 20s and am now
living with my mother
after having been on my
own for a while. Mom
has been seeing a man
named “Dan” for two
years, and I just found
out that they are en-
gaged, although I haven’t
officially been told yet.

Dan and his
13-year-old son moved in
with us in August, and it
has been a difficult transition.
Dan is a clean freak, and he goes
crazy over a dish in the sink or a
stain on the counter. He also is a
racist. I have lost count of the
number of times I have heard
him use offensive, derogatory
ethnic slurs. When I bring it up
to my mother, she defends him,
saying he was raised in a differ-
ent time in a different place.
Personally, I don’t think that’s a
good excuse.

1 cannot ever criticize Dan,
because my mother always takes
his side, no matter what, and

Annie’s Mailbox

says 'm insensitive for
giving him grief.

Now that they are
engaged, I feel close to
anervous breakdown.

1 loved my father
very much, and when
he died four years ago,
1 took it very hard. I try
to envision the future,
and Dan just doesn't fit
in. When I have kids, T
don’t want them to

know him as their
grandfather. What should I do?
— Losing It

Dear Losing: No matter how
odious a choice your mother has
made, it's HER choice, and you
must find a way to live with it.
Instead of criticizing Dan — or
worse, comparing him to your
father — try kindness and car-
ing. Tell Mom you understand
that she doesn’t want to be alone,
but you are concerned that Dan
may not make her happy.

Meanwhile, start saving your
money so you don’t have to share
living quarters, and if Mom mar-

ries Dan, do your best to be civil
to your new stepfather. It will
allow you to keep your relation-
ship with your mother.

Dear Annie: The other day at
breakfast, I read your column
about wives of retired husbands
who go bananas with hubby at
home. Feeling very superior on
this score, I asked across the
table to my wife of 51-plus years:
“I don'tdrive you bananas since
Iretired, do I?”

Without missing a beat she
responded: “Oh, no, no, no. You
did that long before retiring.”
Sigh.

— Martin

Dear Martin: Thanks for mak-
ing us laugh. We needed that.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime

editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

Yesterday Jumbles: PUPIL  UNITY  TANGLE  HERESY
Answer.  One too many made him do this —
SLEEP “TIGHT*

Family Circus

©2005 B Keane, inc.
Dit_ by King Features Synd!

for Anmie's Mailbox. ¢/0 Creators S Synd\r
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
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GRAFERIT

Dennis the Menace

©Gary Larson

*] BROLGHT YOU A FLYSWATTERTO GET RID

W f

“That depends on how hard it's
going to be.”

Non Sequitur

OF THAT LITTLE PEST YOU SAIP KEEFS COMIN
INTO YOUR HOUSE ™

The Far Side

“Hey! | can hear the traffic!”
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A storybook rise to fame

BY TONY HICKS
Knight Ridder Newspapers

omeday they’ll make a feel-good
movie about Julie Roberts’ life.
It'll begin with a little girl belch-
ing at her first singing perfor-
mance and end with a young
women in her 20s, looking nervous behind
a desk outside her boss’s office at a big
record company, while inside, a producer
pitches a demo tape to the label hea
The boss stops the tape and says he has
to meet the unknown singer.
The producer tells him he already has —
she’s his personal assistant sitting outside.
That would be Roberts. The 25-year-old
roots-country singer had a storybook year,
after the May release of her chart-climb-
ing, self-titled debut album.
Roberts spoke by phone from Nashville.
So the story goes that you were working
as an assistant for Luke Lewis [head of
Universal Nashville, which owns Mercury
Records] when he heard your demo and
had no idea it was you. Is that really true?
(Giggling) Yes, it's completely true. I
worked as an intern at Mercury for two
years. They offered me a job when I gradu-
ated and I moved around the company, fi-
nally working for Luke as his assistant. I

did my music at night. I would have never
told him. I was scared he would fire me.

‘Why would he do that?

I knew what he did at work, I did his
schedule. I thought it might be a conflict. T
knew if I got fired, I'd have to be a waitress
to pay my bills. I just wanted to be in the in
dustry. We played at nights, we played in
Laundromats, pizza parlors, lots of places.
After 1 gave [producer Brent Rowan] a
tape, he wanted to work with us. He asked,
‘Hey Julie, can I take this [demo] to Luke?
My heart wanted him to, but I was scared.
He told me he wouldn't tell him who it
was.

‘Were you there when they met?

I'was there when he went into the office,
answering phones. My heart was beating
so fast. I couldn’t hear them talk, but Brent
told me later Luke stopped him after the
third song and said he wanted to meet me.
[Brent] said I was sitting right outside the

door. Luke said he didn’t even know I
sang.

You would seem to be a good candidate
for alabel to polish up and make into a big
country-pop star. Yet your music is more
rooted in country than other country
crossovers. Do you have to be deliberate
about that?

No. This is what I love about it. He let
me be who I am. Nothing is forced on the

Julie Roberts is determined to build on her fairy-tale career

record. They're not pushing me in any
way. I feel very strong in my faith, and 1
feel like God is leading me. If that’s toward
a larger audience, great. Take me. I want
to see the world, and this is letting me.

Will success give you more freedom on
the next record to write your own songs?

I'm in the studio right now, recording
demos of songs I've written. We'll see if
they’re good enough for the record. When
1 buy a CD, I want to be able to love the
whole thing. That's my goal for the next
record.

What are you writing about?

It's got to be real to me. If I haven’t lived
it, T have to know someone who has.

So, as a country singer, does that mean
every time something bad happens, you
stop and say “Wait a second, this could be
asong?”

Ilove sad country. But I love playing the
happy stuff, too. T'll go into a writing ses-
sion and say, “I’m ina good mood. Let’s do
something hay

Do the Faith Hill comparisons help or
hurt your career?

They're not talking about the music.
They're talking about how I might look
like a certain picture of her. I'll take that
any day of the week, but there are other
people I sound more like. I've heard Bon-
nie Raitt, who I love. I don’t think I sound
like anyone. I've got to be me.
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FACILITIES MAINT, HELP WANTED

Looking for full time experienced
facilities maintenance personnel,
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plumbing, carpentry and grounds
maintenance, A current drivers license
Please send your resume to
Fax 098-897-1086 or
email: pmjapan@lycos.com
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Tlmrsrl

ARN-Atantic, 10 aim.-NBA: Phoenix at Min-
esota.
ports, 11 am.College basketball:
Duke at Wake Forest.
AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.-NBA: Houston at Phila-
delphia (ie)!
FN-Sports, 9 p.m.-College basketball: Ar-
Kanoss S SouN o e

Friday
AFN-Sports, 2 am.-College basketball:
Duke at Wake Fnres( (did).
AFN-Atlantic, 9 am.-College basketball:
North Carolina State at North Carolina.
- \-NBA: Cleveland at
ami
/AFN-Atlantic, 11 a.m.-College basketball:
Teams m be announced.
AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.-NBA: San Antonio
atLA. Lal k
AFN-¢ Spnds, 3 p.m.-NBA: Inside the NBA.
\FN-Sports, 5 D .-Golf: PGA FBR Open,
first round (dls
\FN-Sports, .m.-College basketball:
UCLA at Wasmngton State (did).

All times are Japan and Korea Standard
Time; did Indicates delayed broadcast All
listings are _sul change. ~ Visit
wwwmyafnnet fof more information.

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs

Saturday, Jan. §
St kouis 27, seattle
N Jets 2] San Diego 17, T
Sunday, Jan. 9
Indianapols 45, Denvr 24
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 17
Divisional Playofts

Saturday, tan.15
Pittsburgh 20, N.Y. Jets 17, 0T
Atlanta 47, St. Lo

unday, Jan. 16
Philadelphia 27, Minnesota 14
New England 20, i ndmr\apuhss!.‘
s

phitadelphia A
w England 41 Pitisburgh 27

jacksonvil
Philadelphia vs New Engiard

College basketbal

AP Men’s Top 25

‘The top 25 teams in The Associated Press
men's college " basketoall_poll.  with

entheses, Tecords
points based o
POt or s rstpiace vote throutly one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week's
ranking:

. llinois (72)
:North Carolina

antun College

om:

. pittsburgh

. Gonzaga
Cincinnati

. Wisconsin

| Utah

! Maryland

. Connecticut

Villanova

. Georgia Tech

19 Notre Same 17, Varmemrar, Chariohe 16,
Mary's, Cal. 9 Marquette 4, Stanford 4,
T Toch 4201 DOMIAION . Texas AGM .

Holy Cross 1, UTEP 1.

USA Today/ESPN Top 25 poll

The top 25 teams in the USA Today-ESPN
men's college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in Daren
throt points based 5 points
fora irsi-piace vote, through one poml fora
25th-place vote and Drev\ous ank ing:

Sord s pus
1. llinois 31) 00 75 1
2 North Carolina 172 18 3
3 Kansas 161 68 1
& Kentucky le2 o0 &
5. Boston College 180 643 8
6. Duke m 6 2
7. Wake Forest 173 5% 5
8. Syracuse 33 g
9. Louisville 183 524 12
10. Michigan state 143 468 113
Ohdahoma Stale 153 463 9
1 173 410 10
13 Atz e 174 374 11
: Alzbama 173 37 17
154 Pittsburgh 143 1 18
6. Oklahoma 163 310 15
i Gincinnati 173 280 2
18, Tex 155 253 13
13 Wisconsin 144 223
20. Connecticut 125 166 16

21. Gonzaga 54 B
22 Utah i1 25
Zchor?\achh 98 21

62 NR
2 vilanova_ AR
Others receiving votes: Wichita State
pacifc 31» Towa 3u» Mlss\sswﬁp\ State i

153 Tech

arl
e 1 Debaul 1; LU 12
Vermont 1; West Virginia 1.

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule

day's game

No. 1 linois ot Nor s Michigan state

No. & Boston College vs. wes( Virginia
0:22 Maryland at e

mu.énukeaﬁNn.?wakeF rest

No.
No. 19 Wisconsin vs. Northwest
No. 23 Comnecticut s No. 24 Vianova at

the Ciariord Giic cen

No. 25 Georgia Tech \%. Florida state
'S games
No.2 North Carolina va. NG, St
- 23 Washington v Southern Calfornia
No 14 Arizona vs, Calitomia

No games sciecuid
Saturday's games
No. 3 Kansas at Nebraska
Duke vs. No. ja Tech
No : Boston couege at Seton Hal
ucky at Vanderbilt

No4 12 Michigan state at owa
shington vs. U

No. necticut vs.
No. 24 Villanova vs. Providence
unday's games
No: 1 ingls v, ndia
2 North Carolina at Florida state

Monday’s men’s scores

Iderson-Broaddus 0% Goncora 84

e it ermabnal 75, Assum tion 69
areih bickinson e, Lor ian

annon 85, Penn St.-MicKee: «55
ynedd-Mercy 86, Marywood 85

ofstra 73, Wiitam & Mary 51

ings, Pa. 85,
imestone 76, St. Andrew’s 65
jcoming 91, FDU-Florham 82
isericordia 64, Eastern 53
ent 91, Maritime 79

2 Wilmington 61,
Y. Tech 87, Mount St. Mary, N.. 79
ittsburgh 86, Providen
acred H mouth, N.J. 41
alem Intern |e7 Fairmont st. 49
ranton 73, peSales 7

Sosapira, 1. 70, Fanter 55

Josephs NY 84, Brooklyn 67
farist
S st 10 Shepherd 7o
vu Tech 92, Gler
gner 87, Quinnipi
ot Liberty 53, Whee\mg Jesuit 73
Wilkes 74, Centénary,
Veshiva e Manhaganviic 38

5E

ouTI
Ja.-Huntsville 69, Oakland City 61
nderson, oker
ppalachian St. 80, o0d
elmont 103, Florida Atfantic 100, 0T

irmingham'Southern 64, Radford 62
Eridgewater, Va, 64, Lynchburg 58

laytor
oastal Carolina 10, NC Asheville 54
oppin t. 54, Norfolk 5

o0Titon 67 Chatianooga &
elaware St ot Bethne Cnukm;m ppd.
elta S, 6 Henderson s

cerd 70, Barry o

254, ONC-aeensboro 50

orida AN T3 Honn ard 74

forida College 84, Webi

lorida Southern 70, Nova Southeastern 56

EH
)
==

eorge Mason 82, Delaware 6
eorgia Sou:h%n S Savannah st. 64
unfam 91, Randolph-Macon 89, OT

n-Sydney 80, E. Mennonite 65
moton 83, Morgar St 5

jackson St. 91, Ark.-Pine Bluff 88, OT

jacksonvilie 69, Gardner-Webb 53
acicanvile St 73 Reinhardt 62
tercer

oblle 1, Spring il 66
‘Alabama 50, Florida Gulf Coast 83

uci pscomty
Va. Commonuws

West Alabam;
Winthrop 69, VMI
Wofford 73, The, Citadel3

70, James Madison 43
e Concortia S o

labama A?
labama St.

P Vi

rkansas Tech 64, Ark-
ouston Baptist 118, Paul Quinn 90

inn
icMurry 74, Hardin-Simmons 71, 0T
achita 78, S. Arkans:

as A&M international 77, Bacone 72

a
exas-Pan Amer. 83 Ind. pui.-Ft. Wayne 74
Air Force 64, UNLV 48
M. Highlarids 9. Johnson & Wales, Colo. 82
exico 8§ San Diego

Dral Roberts 72,5, Utah i

acific 70, UC Davi
a2, v 58

AP Women’s Top 25

‘The top 25 teams in The Associated Press

women's college_basketball poll, with

firstplace votes in Barentheses, records

throug! points based or

Do Tor 3 st place vots thiouah one

point for a 25th-place vote and last week's
nking:

Record Pts Pvs

LSU (43) 11123
- Ohio St. (1) -2 1052
- Duke (1)

. penn st.
- Florida St. 8-
5, N.C. State 5
Otharsrecoling votes: (s
lowa 34 New Mexico 2, Vit
Loutsvile 5, UCLA'5, Gorizaga 8, Purdue 71

arlotte 6, Arizona 4, Richmond 3, Louisi”
2 Tech 2. Mississippi 2, irgina 2,

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule

iesday's games
No games schedu\eg !

esday’s
No.6 Notre bamé va-No, Te Boston Callege
No.8 Baylor vs. No. 15 Kansas State
NO. 13 Texas V<. Texas ALM
No. 19 lowa State vs. Colorado

Y’

o.
0.
o.
0.
o. cticut
(0. 10 Michigan Staite vs. Northwestern
0: 14 Minnesota vs,lowa.
0!8 Georgia ot Al
(0. 20 Mary] ﬁeorgla!ech
6. 21 Vanderbit at s State
0. 23 pen State at Michigan
0. 24 Florida State at Lipscomb
o. rolin;
iday’

z
s

o.
o.
0.

& Boston Callege ve, St. John's
Depaulat Lousvile
Sur
Lsuat i) mc
Ghio State s, India

“E

4 Corcin s Kot
0 Maryland at Clemson

555555555 5¢

No.22 Temple at Duquesne
No. 23 Penn State at Purdue
Monday’s Games
0.9 North Carolina at Virginia
No. 17 DePaul at Cincinnati

Monday’s women'’s scores

EasT

Ivernia 89, Neumann 5

o 31, Assumption 39
jar Evers

WAV 80, W: Va. Wesleyan 60
2, Immaciiata 5

N, Marymou
Gerson roammsss or
14, Pt

n
ont 22

amao 66 Kinos Point 52

hepre irginia St. 76, OT

aten Islandi 63, William paterson 54
ngland 19, Alberts Magns 66
heeling Jesuit 55, West Libe

nderson, 5.C. 92, Coker 66
arry 76, Eckerd 58
oy

erry 11, Ga. Southwestern 4
haitancoud 82, Georal Sou(hemAS

O O Shatloston

Clasara Sk % Sethuno Cookman, ppd.
fa. Gulf Coast 66, North Alabama 52

Florida A&M 68, Howar

Florida Southern 68, Nova Southeastern 59
Gram! 5U

Ha 57

Henders . 61

ack juff 45

Hill 7
in

y 65, EP iniavile 58
7, Centenary 48

es.
. Léo

Alabama A&M 58, Prairie View
A Munuceu 63, Arkansas Tech 61
s 6 Chrstian Srothers 54
Fouston Baptiet 86, Paul Qui
Ouachita 1. . A Kansas &5

's A&M international 95, Bacone 62
Texd2 Soutnern 55 Avibams S50

g8 Northridge 65, UC Davis 54
W. lliinois 67, 5. Utah 49

Veta Benesova, Czech Republic, def, Jele-
namkuwc (7), Serbia-Montenegro, 1-6, 6-3,

Marla Kirlenko, Russia, def. Peng Shual,
faric Cavanay Mikaglian,

Suitzerland,
def. Nicole Pratt, Austral
ok R de A Suavama &),

Shmabu Asagoe JaDan def. Yuka Yoshida,

Venezuela, def.
Ontatoh. et Sstas 6 3 e
Daniela Hantuchova (8), ‘Siovakia, def.

Alina Jidkova, Russia, 6-1, 6-
Elena Likhovtseva (6), Russw def. Arantxa
Parra Santonja. Spajn, ¢:0. 60
es

st Rour
Tina K oven i and Roberta Ving,
italy, del R Rhongar e i Sacks
Japan, 63, 7-5.
Els Callen

s, Belgium, and Lisa McShea, Aus-
tralia, vs. Jill Crﬂyhas ‘and Meilen Tu, United
States, 6-0, 2-6, T

TANK MCNAMARA

L-J

\ L
r‘%a .

VOTE FOR 2004 SPORTS JERK OF THE VEAR AT TANKMCNAMARA COM

THosE PloT mvawr{ CRANCELLORS
WON'T LET UG AAVE REAL nkr
cHAMPloMsNV ?LAVOFFB
BROADCAST Rlel-\\'s m
wmomt LETTER-OF-INTENT DAY.

2005 Presidenls Cup points

h Jan. 30
“nhlli States.
Tiger Woods 793 472
Pml chke\snn
3 Yodd Narmltor\
Ay
Junzihan Kz‘/
Chris DiMarco
. Jerry Kell
0. Charles Howell Ill
1. David Tol
2. Zach Johnson
3. Steve Flesch
4. John Daly
5. Chad Campbe\l
International
. Vijay Singh Fi
Ernie Els SAf 11.00
SAf 7.05
Can 486
Aus 4.61
Aus 428
T&T 330
pn 317
or 298
). rg 2.78
¥ us 276
. Af 269
3. Af 265
4, us 254
5. Mark Hensby us  2.37
2006 Ryder Cnp points
United St
mmugh Jﬂn 30
Tiger Woods 252.500
Stewart Cink 200.000
'om Lehman 161.250
. Ryan Palmer 120.000
Fred Funk 0.00(
Woody Austin 0.00(
Jne%g\\we 89.250
. David Tc 89.166
Vaughn Taylor 88.333
nier Mal 87500
0. Charles Howell Ill 85500
1 ryar 78750
1. Justin Leonard 76.250
2. Brent Geiberger 75.000
3. Zach Johnson 72.500

Military boxing

Baumholder Iwu!s
(sﬂlllrdaYv HSC referee slBIIDQd
eam aumh Ider
berg-Gies: 5 rslautern-L Landsluhl
9, Ramstein 6‘ Wuerzburq lllesheim 4.
v
Featherweight—Rob: Coleman
Fdbg- David  Boyer

RS bver
Gles) L0, 2d round.
weight -Charies Jacauier (Gaum)
oy hoC e Brett Buttorfiad taum, 110,
4th round.

Light heavyweight -Dylon Maycrink (Bau)
Pl vy
Open
Middlewsight—ichael O'Neil | (Rams)
o0 sarmiento (alsLand), 50

rTavares

(deg ies) docpleTh Lapes (Wabg- 34,
Noteworthy—The next boxing “event is

scheduled af Hanau's Flegerhorst Kaserne,

High school

Japan boys basketball
day’s summary
nie . Kinnick 77, Zama American 43
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan
zZama 17 914 848
Kinnick 2120 17 1977
Leading scorersKinnick paui Erqus 31 Le-
gnard Lynce 20, "Andre n 13; Zam:
Aaron Tabor 15. e
nick, Paul Ergus’ 1s Leonard Lynce 10, As.
sists-Kinnick,” Leo 6. Blocked
Shotoskmick, PautErgus ¥ Noteworthy-hed
Devils won without junior Travis Ekmark, out
ateast a week with 3 broken finger

iesday’s summary
Zama American 50,
Int1 School of the Sacred Heart 41
AtTokyo
Zama 816101
i
eading scorers-zama, mam Juront 34
(14 second quarter); Sacred
G0 S5 eabing Sebounder-zama, it
W36 (16 ofontve Rotermortiy W
scored 20 points off putba
with 72'points and 41 rebounds in Troj
W0 Victorles over Symbas this season.
am boys bask
y'
8, Guain High 48

ed

Quarter scores not available. Leading scor-
ers-Guam High,Ed Poppe 11, Justin Washing:
tons) Brandon gurgess ,Jistn Lee & Lead:
ing rébounder-Guam High, Ed Poppe 5.

Winter X Games

Monday
Aspen, Colo.

owboard Superpipe
1 At AUt P, S50 s, 2, Andy
finch, Frosno, alt, $2.00,3, Danny Kass.
wme Ca;lfbfd cann,sonu‘s I.uke Wynen,
Lake, cah'
Guire. Dulit

e |
SORIGk, Siaton. ui. 7600,
Golden, Golo. T Ts, Fravis hice Jackson,
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Union approves proposed Sosa trade to Baltimore

Commissioner still must give blessing before slugger can be dealt to 0’s

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The trade that
would send Sammy Sosa from the
Chicago Cubs to the Baltimore
Orioles took a step forward Mon-
day when the players’ association
approved a key change to his con-
tract that is required to complete
the deal.

Chicago would receive Jerry
Hairston Jr. and a pair of minor
leaguers, second baseman Mike
Fontenot and right-handed pitch-
er Dave Crouthers, in exchange
for Sosa and $12 million. The
trade is likely to be finalized be-
tween Wednesday afternoon and
Friday.

Sosa’s contract currently con-
tains a provision that calls for the
team’s $18 million option for 2006
to become guaranteed if he is trad-

Baseball briefs

ed and for a $19 million team op-
tion for 2007 to be added, one that
would carry a $4.5 million buy-
out. As part of the trade, Sosa will
sign an addendum to his contract
voiding that provision.

Commissioner Bud Selig also
must approve the trade because
more than $1 million will change
hands in the swap, which the
teams put in motion Friday night.
The teams started the process of
submitting documents outlining
the trade to the commissioner’s of-
fice, but all the necessary paper-
work had not been sent in as of
Monday night

To replace some of Sosa’s
power, the Cubs neared an agree-

ment with free-agent outfielder
Jeromy Burnitz on a one-year con-
tract with a mutual option for
2006. That deal wouldn’t be final-
ized until the Sosa trade is com-
pleted.

Baltimore would pay just $5
million of Sosa’s $17 million sal:
ry this year, with the Cubs paying
$12 million. The Orioles would as-
sume responsibility for the 2006
option, which Baltimore would be
able to buy out for $4.5 million.

In addition, Chicago would re-
main responsible for the $3.5 mil-
lion severance pay called for in
Sosa’s contract, which must be
given to the seven-time All-Star
within 30 days after the trade is fi-
nalized. The Cubs would wind up
paying $62.5 million of the $72
million Sosa was guaranteed in
the four-year deal, with the Ori-
oles paying $9.5 million.

Hairston took his physical Mon-
day in the Phoenix area. Sosa is to
take his physical Wednesday or
Thursday.

The Cubs and Orioles did not in-
clude a 72-hour window for a con-
tract extension. The 36-year-old
outfielder has agreed to waive his
right to block the trade and will
g0 to the Orioles without an exten-
sion.

After the deal is done, Balti-
‘more might try to negotiate a new
contract with Sosa.

Selig has twice approved larger
salary transfers. Texas agreed
last February to send the Yan-
kees $67 million over seven sea-
sons in the trade that sent Alex
Rodriguez to New York for Alfon-
so Soriano.

In November 2002, Selig ap-
proved the Mike Hampton,

Visit us on base and enter for a chance to win® a
. Las Vegas "halftime show” with Celine Dion**
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The Chicago Cubs would receive
Jerry Hairston Jr. and two minor
leaguers in exchange for Sammy
Sosa, above, and $12 million in a
deal that is likely to be completed
this week.

three-team trade, which involved
$30 million — Colorado agreed to
send Florida $6.5 million over
three years, and the Marlins
agreed to send that money plus
an additional $23.5 million over
three years to Atlanta, which re-
ceived the pitcher.

The money in the Sosa trade
tops the other two big deals Selig
approved this winter: The Yan-
kees are paying Arizona $9 mil-
lion in the trade that brought
Randy Johnson to New York and
Los Angeles is paying $10 million
in the deal that sent Shawn Green
to the Diamondbacks.

Sosa hit .253 last year, his low-
est average since 1997, and had
35 homers and 80 RBIs in 126
games. His 574 homers rank sev-
enth on the career list.

While Cubs fans supported him
after he used a corked bat in
2003, he was booed last year,
when he had a back injury. Then
he left the ballpark during the
final regular-season game last Oc-
tober after the Cubs had blown a
wild-card lead over the final
week, and criticized manager
Dusty Baker.

Searching for a replacement
for Sosa’s offense, Cubs general
manager Jim Hendry has talked
with Scott Boras, the agent for
former White Sox outfielder Mag-
glio Ordonez, and Howard Simon,
the agent for Burnitz.

Dodgers make bid
for Japanese infielder

TOKYO — The Los Angeles
Dodgers have made a bid for Jap-
anese infielder Norihiro Nakamu-
ra, Japanese baseball officials
said Tuesday.

The Japanese baseball commis-
sioner’s office informed the Orix
Buffaloes that the Dodgers have
made a bid for their third base-
man, although the bidding price
was not revealed.

The Dodgers now have 30 days
to negotiate a contract with Naka-
mura, who is currently in the
United States.

Under the posting system,
major league teams can bid for
the negotiating rights to Japanese
players who have yet to become
free agents. Ichiro Suzuki signed
with the Seattle Mariners through
the same system.

Nakamura joined the Buffaloes
in 1992 but was limited to 19 hom-
ers and a .247 batting average in
105 games last season due to inju-
Ty.
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Minus Allen, McMillan, SuperSonics routed by Spurs

BY JIM COUR
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Seattle Super-
Sonics were missing Ray Allen,
and that made everything much
easier for the San Antonio bpursA

“Of course, he’s an All-Star,”
San Antonio guard Manu Ginobili
said. “If we were playing without
Tim Duncan, we would miss him
alot.”

Ginobili scored 23 points and
Duncan had 21 points and 10 re-
bounds, leading the Spurs to their
first victory of the season in three
tries against the Sonics, 103-84 on
Monday night.

Tony Parker had 17 points and
a season-high 10 rebounds for the
Spurs, who have the NBA’s best
record at 37-10. The Northwest
Division-leading ~ Sonics  are

0-13.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Three-point guals Indiana 7-19 (F.Jones

Atlantic Di
L Pt GB
Philadelphia 23 417 -
Boston 2% a1 n
New Jersey % 409 3
w York 26 409 3
Torento ivsion " Zdelphia Defensve Three second. Iverson
Southeast Digision 117 i lomeon. A~I6312 (304
Washmgmr\ 26 17 4605 5%
Orlando % 2 s
Charlotte 32 4120 21% Hawks so Maglc 79
Atlanta 34 2% LANDO —  Hill 8-15 3-4 19‘ Howard 6-10
Central Division 6, Battie 0-3 0-0 ﬂ Fra is 7-19 8- JD 0
Cleveland 26 17 605 Chﬂsl\e 2-8 1-1 5, DeCl 0+ n 0-0 0, Turk
Detroit 26 18 591 Yo 1-80-02, Gamly 1 6 0 elson 4- 9 l l
Chicago 2 524 3% 94 S(EVEHSO 1-10-1 2. Totals 30-79 17-21 79.
Indiana 2 465 6 ATLANTA — _Harrington 8-14 0-0 16, Walk:
Milwaukee 15 27 357 10% er4-133-612, zie 0-21-2 1, Lue 2-112-27,
SNt SR B G
dress o iaw
Western Conference F AR T
Southwest Division 19 13 12 25—79
Pct GB 1 19~
San Antonio 37 10 787 - Three-Point Goals—Orlando 2 7 Aancls
Dallas 2 667 6% 22, Garrity 0-1, Nelson 0-1, Christie 0-1,
Memphis 26 20 565 1012 Turkuglu 0-: Z) Atlanta d- 5 (Walker 1-2, Delk
Houston 25 21 543 112  1-3, Drobnjak 1-3, Lue 1-5, Diaw 0-2). Fouled
New Orleans. 36 .18 27% Out —De\k Rebounds— r)landa 51 (Howarﬂ
1 K 9 (Franms 4, Mlanta 22 Namngton 9). Total
rontsota 34 % D8 s FovlsOrlando 20, Atlanta 20, Technicais—
enver BB i Ranta, belenave Three Second,
Pnr}‘\and 1 313 ;)g; 12%2  Lue. A—18,714 (19,445).
ta i5 30
Pacific Division Grizzlies 98 Hornets 91
Phoenix 36 10 783 —
Sacramento 30 13 698 4% 3-4 12, Swift 58
. Lakers 23 19 548 11 9-9 19, Wright 7-10 5-5 19. JWilliams 5-14 2-2
LA. Clippers Z 3 1 iler 5-8 2-2 13, Wells 1-3 2-2 4, Watsor
Golden State 32 213 23 0-2 11, Cardinal 0-3 2-2 2, Humphrey 0-0
Mondays games 0, Tsakalidis 0-0 0-0 0, Jones 1-42-3 4. To-
uston 97, Boston tals 31-63 27-
Ph\\ade\ph\a 89, Indlana 88 Nailon 6-13 2-2 14, Rog-
Atlanta 80, Orlando 79 ers5-72-213, Brown 5-12 0-0 10, Dickau 8-18
phis 88, New Orleans 91 00 19, 9, Jacobsen 3 )
in Antonio 103, Seattle 84 Anders -9 ] -2 13, Vroman 1-
£ Clopers 56, New York & ington n 1000, Nachbar 0-6 0-0 0.
“Tuésday's games 38.815-1
Detroit at Washington MEm Zl 12 BI‘) ZS—”
Cleveland at Orlando w Orlear
Chicago at New Jersey thcc PmM Goa\s Mcmphls 9 19 (Bamer
Phoenix at Mer i 3-4, Watson 3-5, J.Williams 2-5, Miller 1-2,
Minnesota at Milwaukee Jones 0-1, Wells 0 1 cardmal 0-1), New Or-
Miami at Dallas leans 6-19 (Dick: acnhsen 13, Rugers
Charlotte at Utah 1-3, Smith 1-5, Nacl Foul
New York = une.‘Reb did(B_ME pms]B(WthUl),
Seattle at Sacramento lew Orleans roy
Portland at L.A. Lakers Ezh)ls 26 (V‘V?ts(;n l%‘). New Orlnans 15 (Dvckau
Wednes sday’s games ouls—Mempl
New Jersey at BOS(O 26. A—11,610 (17,200).
Toronto at In |
:ausmnaﬁ "’t‘,‘{;’?e‘"“‘a Spurs 103, SuperSnmcs 84
ixat Minnesota AnToNIO 9 00 12, Dun-
DaHasa New Orleans 1, Masser\hur 1-4 0-0 2, Gino-
Denver at Portland Horry 2-4
Sacramento at Golden State 2, Mari
ursday 's games. 2.To-
Cleveland at Miar
LA. ChpnersatMempms 5 2- 226 Lew\s‘)sﬂﬂ
San Antonio at LA, Lakers 75
on
Rocket: 'g‘;"dgy 94 [EkER0) Cleaves 0-0 00 0. Totals 30-13
ockets el S SanAnto io 25 23 28 27-103

McGrady
04, Ve Tl 1293, Sura 29
21isslo Mutomba 2224

7-80-0 17, Padgett
450010, Bowen 0 550 5. Totals 34739196

Pierce 7-15 6-9 22, LaFrentz

aosron —
6100-1 12, Blount 6-11 22 14, Payton 2-7 0-0

on
Vesrady 5 Wes Iy15
6 314 (lerce 25, Banks

b

(Payton 8). Total Fouls-

35 Technical-| Houston Detonave Thrce sec:
ond. A~14,063 (18,624).

S—Houston

76ers 89, Pacers 88

ANA © SJackson 8115 57 24 ONeal
Tinsley 110:02,

on 2:5 0-2 4, Pollard 2-5

226 Fones 4 33 12, Cmshere 12113,

30

orver 6960 17, Tho-
2-412, Dalembert 4-6 1-29, Iverson
824 111227, 7. Iguodala 15 0-03 Saimons 2-3
006, Wi n 47 0-0 8, Mckie 1-2 0:0 3,
NoJagkson 2700 4. Yota\s:a T I8E.

i

Philadelphia

33413 240

Thiree-Point Goals—San Atonio &-18 (Gino-
bili 2-3, Bowen 2-4, Barry 2-6, Brown 1-2,
Horry 12, Udih 0-1), Seattle 313 (Murray

,Lews 13, Radianovic 1-3, Daniels 0-1,
7'6.2). Fouleq Out—Nori: Rebound:
momnuncan.Parkenm Seat-

s, James, Evans 6). Assists—San

oni v
Antonio coach Popovich, Rad-

n
manovic. A—17,072 (17,072).

Clippers 96, Knicks 89

0 0, Bréwer 0-00-0
s 11002, Totais

mons 716 1-1 15,
i u Kaman 81322 18, Ross.
42 15 Brunson ¢:50:0

122 4. Totals

pRBN-®

N
Ciipper 25 20 27 24-9
Three B Goals New Varl 410 (cran.
iardaway 1.1, Mohammed 0-1), LA.
CImperSZQ(Jan % imons 0-1, Brunson
03 Fouled_ out— None. Rebounds—New
“(Thomas 1), LA. Cl pers, 48

Crmah S oms 10), ALsiste
), LA c\mE 336 Branson 10>

15, LA. Clippers 14.

t
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The Sonics played their first
game of the season without their
top scorer, Allen, who has the flu.

“Of course, he’s a key player
for them,” Ginobili said. “
playing like an MVP right at &he
moment. But we tried not to think
about that because every time
you do, it kind of lets you down.
So we didn’t even think that he
was missing.”

Seattle also was without coach
Nate McMillan. He was in Ra-
leigh, N.C., following of the death
of his mother Sunday. The Sonics
were coached by assistant Dwane
Casey.

Without Allen, who is eighth in
the NBA in scoring at 24 points
per game, the Sonics struggled of-
fensively against the Spurs, the
league’s top defensive team.

Ronald Murray, Vladimir Rad-
manovic and Antonio Daniels
each had 13 points for the Sonics.
Murray, replacing Allen in the
starting lineup, shot S-for-17 and
committed five turnovers. The

Sonics  shot 411  percent
(30-for-73).

The Spurs finished January
with their third victory in a row
and their seventh in eight games.
They were 12-4 in the month.

Korver’s jumper lifts Sixers

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Kyle Kor-
ver made a go-ahead jumper with
6.5 seconds left, and Allen Iver-
son returned from a three-game
absence to score 27 points in the
Philadelphia 76ers’ 89-88 victory
over the Indiana Pacers on Mon-
day night.

Korver hit five three-pointers
and finished with 17 points.
Kenny Thomas scored 12 for the
Sixers, who opened a four-game
homestand.

Stephen Jackson scored 25
points and Jermaine O'Neal had
21 points and 10 rebounds for the
Pacers, who lost their fifth
straight.

Indiana led 88-87 when Tho-
mas made a nice little hook pass
to Samuel Dalembert under the
basket. Dalembert, though, had
his dunk blocked by O'Neal, the
Pacers recovered and Jackson
was fouled.

Jackson, playing his fourth
game since returning from a
30- game suspension for his role
in the brawl in Detroit, missed
both free throws with 15.1 sec-
onds left.

Iverson, who had missed three
straight games with a shoulder in-
jury, dribbled down the lane, ra
into O’Neal and kicked it out t()
Korver, who was coming off a

)

screen. With no one in front of
him, the mop-topped guard sank
a 20-footer from the left side and
moved the Sixers into first place
by a half-game over Boston in the
Atlantic Division.

Rockets 97, Celtics 94: Yao
Ming had 23 points and Jon Barry
scored 15 of his 17 in the fourth
quarter, leading visiting Houston.

Houston blew a 16-point lead
but rallied behind Barry, who
scored 11 points in the first 2:
of the fourth, to snap a two- game
skid and move back to .500 on the
road. The Rockets have won four
straight in Boston.

Ricky Davis scored 17 of his 24
points in the fourth quarter for
the Celtics.

Hawks 80, Magic 79: At Atlan-
ta, Antoine Walker hit a fallaway
jumper with 2.3 seconds left, and
Atlanta beat Orlando ~despite
blowing a 12-point lead in the
final five minutes.

Walker shot 4-for-13 and
scored only 12 points, but his
jumper over 6-foot-11 Dwight
Howard helped the Hawks snap a
four-game losing streak.

Roundup

Steve Francis scored 24 points
for the Magic and Grant Hill
added 19, but Hill’s final shot at
the buzzer bounced off the rim.

Tony Delk led the Hawks with
17 points, and Al Harrington
added 16.

Grizzlies 98, Homnets 91: At

ew Orleans, ‘Lorensen Wright
and Stromile Swift each scored 19
points and made key baskets
down the stretch, sending Mem-
phis past New Orleans.

Dan Dickau had 19 points and
12 assists for New Orleans, which
trimmed a 12-point deficit to four
late in the fourth quarter before
Swift and Wright helped Mem-
phis regain control.

Clippers 96, Knicks 89: At Los
Angeles, Elton Brand scored 24
points, and Chris Kaman had 18
points and 10 rebounds to lead
Los Angeles past New York.

The Clippers improved to 6-1
without Corey Maggette, who was
sidelined for the second straight

game because of an injured collar-
Bone after missing two last week
with a foot injury. New York
dropped to 10-14 without Allan
Houston, on the injured list with a
chronically sore left knee.

Stephon Marbury scored 20
points for the Knicks, who fin-
ished 2-13 in January, the worst
month in the franchise’s S9-year
history.

C'mon Get Happy!

Rases, Olesta.

We met at the Globe & Anchor the night of October 25, 2002.
s with my friends from Tokyo.

et you ot my il adess and  ll never hear from you again,

it justin case you're ben looking for me...

Thanks again for the fun evening and the ca i back 10 my room.

Check out the details:

Youmay ot o use a

here Lam.

&=

Email classifieds @pstripes.osd.mil or
call DSN 229-3276

Get your Happy Ad in Stripes today!

Want to hook up with an old friend?

Send your girlfriend a birthday greeting?

Or congratulate your friend on a recent promotion?
Whatever the occasion, book your Happy Ad

today in Stars and Stripes!

1. Emailyour greeting and digial photo to classifieds @pstripes.osd.mil
2. Stars and Stripes reserves the right o edit or reject any Happy Ad.
3 A one-time $30 fee for each ad must be prepaid prio to publication.
credit card or you may visit the nearest Stars
and Strpes’ irculation offce and pay by check,

+ Ads will run in the classified section

Your Hometown Newspaper

STARSu«STRIPES.
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Lakers’ Tomjanovich
considering resigning

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Rudy Tom-
janovich is considering resigning
as Los Angeles Lakers coach be-
cause of health reasons, a team
spokesman said Tuesday.

ESPN.com reported that Tom-
Jjanovich would step down follow-
ing Tuesday night’s game against
Portland. Spokesman John Black
said that would not be the case.

“He’s considering several op-
tions and resigning is one of
them. That decision has not been
made,” Black said.

“There won'’t be an announce-
ment tonight. He won’t coach to-
night because he’s not feeling
well. This has nothing to do with
cancer.”

Tomjanovich, who won a pair
of NBA championships with the
Houston Rockets, missed Los An-
geles’ victory over Charlotte on
Sunday night because of a stom-
ach virus. He returned to the
coaching ranks this season after
recovering from bladder cancer.

Assistant coach Frank Ham-
blen, the only holdover from
former coach Phil Jackson's staff,
guided the team against the Bob-
cats and will coach them against
the Trail Blazers.

Black said Tomjanovich has
had a sinus infec!.iun as well as
the stomach viru:

“It’s health- reldted " Black said
about Tomjanovich’s absence.

“He loves the team and the
team loves him.”

After cutting ties with Jackson
and trading Shaquille O’Neal dur-
ing the offseason, the Lakers have
been a mediocre team this sea-
son. They were 23-19 going into
Tuesday’s game against the Trail
Blazers.

Black said he had no idea when
Tomjanovich will be back on the
bench — if indeed he stays on the
job.

Tomjanovich signed a S-year,
$30 million contract last summer.

“He has discussed this with the
appropriate people in the organi-
zation,” Black said.

“When he does make a deci-

at the

Kansas’ second-half rally
keeps Missouri reeling

The Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — There
might not be many Missouri fans
who think the school made the
right decision six years ago when
it hired Quin Snyder over Bil
Self

By all accounts, Self — then
head coach at Tulsa — was the
No. 2 choice when the Tigers
chose Snyder, a former Duke
point guard who'd never been in
charge of a program.

After No. 3 Kansas’

sion, it will be
appropriate time.”

Tomjanovich succeeded Jack-
son when the Lakers did not
renew his contract. Jackson led
the Lakers to three consecutive
NBA championships as well as a
berth in the finals last June, when
they were upset by Detroit.

The Lakers traded O'Neal to
Miami and kept Kobe Bryant
after the season, re-signing the
guard to a seven-year, $136.4 mil-
Tion contract.

Bryant sprained his right ankle
Jan. 13 and hasn’t played since.

Tomjanovich guided Houston
to NBA titles in 1994 and 1995.
He spent his entire playing ca-
reer in the Rockets’ organization.

come-from-behind 73-61 victory
over Missouri

(TPOV Il on  Monday
night, Snyder

Top 25 it wrd
GTT T against the Jay-

hawks — and
0-7 against Self.

Snyder refused to discuss the
growing criticism he is drawing
from fans who are impatient with
a team that has never finished
higher than fifth in the Big 12
since he arrived.

“For me to be concerned about
myself is not the answer,” Snyder
said. “Ultimately, I am account-
able. But I have to focus on the
team.”

After quickly falling behind by
10 points against the heavily fa-
vored Jayhawks (17-1, 7-0 Big

owners

BY IRA PODELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL and
the players’ association are now
disputing whether they have
anything to talk about.

The sides have had just limit-
ed contact by phone since Thurs-
day, when the league presented
more salary-cap concepts in an
effort to reach a new collective
bargaining agreement. But even
that talking stopped Monday,
leaving even less optimism that
the hockey season could be
saved.

Bill Daly, the NHL's chief
legal officer, expected to hear
from the players’ association on
Monday, but that call never
came.

“I'm somewhat surprised that
I haven’t heard from the play-
ers’ association today,” Daly
told The Canadian Press on
Monday. “We broke up on
Thursday and both agreed to
keep the lines of communication
open.

“I'm expecting that at some
point we’ll hear back from them
with respect to some of the con-
cepts that we discussed on
Thursday night.”

Ted Saskin, the NHLPA’s se-

NHL players insist
proposal is
nothing to talk about

nior  director, said Daly
shouldn’t have expected a re-
sponse from the union regard-
ing the new concepts because
they still reflect the salary-cap
position of the league.

That is an option the union
vows it will never accept.

“Bill knows that the concepts
they discussed with us on Thurs-
day would not form the basis for
an agreement, so he should not
be surprised that he hasn’t
heard from us,” Saskin said.
“We were very clear on Thurs-
day that we would not be negoti-
ating over his proposed con-
cepts.”

The NHL is committed to
achieving cost certainty that
would provide a link between
league revenues and player
costs. The players’ association
has refused to accept that as a so-
lution to end the lockout that
reached 138 days on Monday
and has forced the cancellation
of 747 of the 1,230 regular-sea-
son games and this year’s
All-Star Game.

The entire season might be
the next thing to go.

After four meetings in three
cities the past two weeks, the
sides haven’t been able to figure
out when to get together again
or what to discuss.

12), the Tigers closed the first
half on a 20-4 spree and seized a
stunning 36-28 lead.

But Kansas rallied behind
Aaron Miles’ 14 points and 10 as-
sists, all but one in the second
half.

“We played so bad in the first
half, it was miserable,” said Self,
who’s 41-10 in less than two sea-
sons at Kansas. “We made some
serious mistakes and had about
10 turnovers. At halftime, it was
like we just flipped a switch.”

Two picture-perfect one-hand-
ed lobs by Miles set up easy buck-
ets by Christian Moody and J.R.
Giddens, keying a 7-1 run that
seemed to deflate Missouri
(10 11, 2-6) in the second half.

T was sitting on the bench, but
I was yelling my lungs out,” said
Wayne Simien, who had 22 points
and elghl rebounds. “That was
huge.”

Kansas shot just 36 percent in
the first half but hit 70 percent in
the first 15 minutes, 30 seconds of
the second half while handing the
reeling Tigers their seventh loss

Kansas guard Keith Langford drives past Missouri’s Linas Kleiza during
the first half. The Jayhawks rallied in the second half to win 73-61.

in eight games.

“That was big for us,” Miles
said. “That was a big run for us be-
cause it got the crowd back in-
volved. And it juiced us up.”

Giddens had 15 points and
Keith Langford 11 for Kansas.

Jason Conley had a season-high
20 points for Missouri, and Linas
Kleiza had 11 before fouling out
and then adding a technical foul
for arguing.

“We are the type of team that
has to play a certain way,” Moody
said. “And it is almost better play-
ing when we are down. It’s almost
like we were scared, and I think
we really stepped it up. I wasn't
scared about how things would
come out because I knew our se-
niors would come through for us.”

An unexpected zone defense
helped stop Missouri’s momen-
tum and allowed the Jayhawks to
get their transition game going.
The Jayhawks scored four points
in the last 6:48 before halftime
while Missouri went on a 20-4

No. 16 Pittsburgh 86, Provi-
dence 66: At Pittsburgh, Chris

Taft scored a career-high 25
points and Carl Krauser adeptly
ran the Panthers’ fast-breaking of-
fense while playing one of his
best defensive games of the sea-
E

]
8

Krauser had 19 points, nine as-
sists and two steals and helped
shut out Dwight Brewington for
nearly 32 minutes to help the Pan-
thers (15-3, 5-2 Big East) win
their fifth in six games. Brewing-
ton finished with eight points.

Ryan Gomes scored 24, but the
Friars (9-11, 0-7) lost their sev-
enth in a row and 10th straight in
the Big East dating to last season.

No. 21 Utah 72, BYU 58: At
Provo, Utah, Andrew Bogut had
20 points and tied his career high
with five blocks to lead Utah to its
13th straight win.

Bryant Markson and Tim Dris-
dom each scored 11 points and
Marc Jackson had 10 points for
Utah (18-3, 6-0 Mountain West),
which shot 61.9 percent from the
field in the second half.

Austin Ainge led BYU (7-14,
1-5) with 15 points.

Air Force extends home streak to 24

The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— Antoine Hood scored 15 points
and shot d-for-4 from the
three-point line Monday night to
lead Air Force to a 64-48 victory
over UNLV.

The win extended Air Force’s
home winning streak to 24 games,
the second longest in the nation.

Air Force (14-7, 5-1 Mountain
West Conference) won it in the
first  half  with superior

three-point shooting and the na-
tion’s No. 1 scoring defense. Air
Force made 10 of its first 15 field
goal attempts, including eight of
its first 12 three-point attempts to
take a 42-24 lead into the break.
Nick Welch and Jacob Burtschi
added nine points each for the Fal-
cons.
The Rebels’ Odartey Blankson
hit a jumper to pull UNLV to
18-15 with 11:39 left in the first
half, but UNLV’s next field goal
didn’t come until Joel Anthony hit
a three-pointer at the buzzer.

Romel Beck led UNLV with 14
points, while Odartey Blankson
added 11 points.

Air Force outrebounded the
Rebels 26-24, despite UNLV (9-9,
2-4) entering the game ranked
second in the Mountain West Con-
ference in offensive rebounds
while the Falcons were seventh.
Air Force finished with a 10-7 ad-
vantage on the offensive glass.

In the second half, the Falcons
substituted liberally and 15 Air
Force players saw action.
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Beauty of the Beast

It’s not Far East, but Kinnick meet will bring out best

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

For the DODDS-Pacific crowd,
Saturday’s Nile C. Kinnick Invita-
tional “Beast of the Far East”
Wrestling Tournament serves as
a scouting mission, skills builder
and confidence booster for the
DODDS Far East Tournament
later this month.
But for the international
schools, no longer a part of
DODDS-Pacific’s Far East Tour-
nament, the Beast becomes their
unofficial Far East champion-
ship.

For both groups this year’s
Beast has grown in importance
and stature. It will welcome eight
DODDS and five private schools,
all regular players in past Far
East Tournaments, in a one-day
battle of skills, challenges and a
new type of rivalry.

“It’s the best possible competi-
tive tournament, with everybody
there,” said coach Steve Schrock
of Okinawa's Kadena Panthers.
“We just can’t call it ‘Far East.” "

From their inception in 1976,
DODDS'’ Far East wrestling tour-
naments have included interna-
tional schools among competi-
tors. But in September,
DODDS-Pacific’s Far East Activi-
ties Council announced that due
to concerns about billeting and
available facilities, Far East tour-
naments no longer would be open
to those schools.

That leaves teams such as St.
Mary’s International, with six Far
East titles, and American School
In Japan, with four, on the out-
side looking in — and viewing the
Beast quite differently.

against the other schools. This is
their focal point, probably, for the
season.”
Rhinehart said “some people
saying” privately that it's an
“unofficial, real” Far East cham-

Ronnie Stephens
Boys basketball
Kubasaki, Okinawa

Kubasakis Dragons Den on Camp Foster.

Stephens, a senior forward, was instrumental in helping
Kubasaki stay ahead of a Falcons team that trailed by 30 but
cut the gap to seven midway through the fourth quarter.
Kubasaki is 5-1 in OAL play and 11-3 overall

Scored 10 of his 19 points and grabbed six re-
bounds in the fourth quarter as the Dragons held off a rally
and beat the Futenma Falcons. The Dragons defeated the
Japanese team 93-75 in Okinawa-American League play at

GREG TYLER/Stars and Stripes

Senior David Burnett of Zama American, the defending Far East heavy-
weight gold medalist, is one of eight reigning champions competing in
the Nile C. Kinnick Invitational “Beast of the Far East” Tournament.

pionship. While believing that in-
ternational schools bear no hard
feelings, he said, “T think there’s a
little more motivation on their
part. And I would say on the
DODDS schools’ part, too. We
don’t wanl to give them any brag-
ging right

“Far East is still Far East, as
far as I'm concerned,” he said.
“But I'd be a fool not to recognize
the importance of this tourna-
ment.”

For starters, every school that
has won a Far East team title is in
the Beast field. And there are
nine previous Far East individual
weight-class champions, includ-
ing three-time champion Zolboo
Enkhbayar of Brent Internation-
al-Subic, the only two-time win-
ner of the Far East Tournament’s
Outstanding Wrestler award.

DODDS-Pacific coaches bene-
fit from scouting their Far East
Tournament opposition a couple
of weeks in advance, while wres-
tlers get to improve their skills.

Coach Julian Harden of defend-
ing Far East dual-meet team
champion Seoul American calls it
a “steppingstone to get us ready
for Far East.”

Said Yokota coach and Far East
Tournament organizer Brian
Kitts, “You get to see the three
[Class AA] schools that will be at
Far East: Kadena, Kubasaki and
Seoul American. You can see
what other Japan schools have.
It's always great to see the other
lineups and how you do against in-
ternational schools.”

Harden’s Falcons will bring
just three wrestlers, each of
whom placed in last year’s Far

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

*He's blue-colar,” coach Chris Sullivan said of his three-year starter, comparing him
to past Kubasaki star forwards Bill Gray and T.J. Bostick. *He comes to work every day
and works hard, like Gray and Bostick did. He's a good example to others on the team.

Great work ethic.”
Selected by Stars and Stripes staff

Tomika Lynce
Girls basketball
Nile C. Kinnick, Japan

ball League games
Yokota n the league's itle chase.

‘The Red Devils, last season’s unbeaten JBL champions,
|mpruved 10 9-3in the league and trail Yokota (8-0).
ed boost Kinnick over the Eagles
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SEE BEAST ON PAGE 29

e Gome nt ket lose Snes mrestedn the team doing well. We wouldn't be as
compeitive without her. She's consistently one of the outstanding players in every
game.”
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“This will give them a chance
to see where they're at, what
they need to work on, moves
that can be done in succession,
conditioning, whether they can
go three or four bouts,” Harden
said. “We hope to answer those
questions with this tournament.
It's win-win for us.”

A young team such as Kitts’
Panthers gains “valuable experi-
ence” at the Beast, he said.
“Every day we tell the kids ...
whenever you wrestle against a
St. Mary’s, you improve 10
times because they’re so good.
Even if you lose, you improve.”

St. Mary’s, which won the Far
East individual freestyle team
title last year, enters the Beast
as the favorite.

“They've won everything [this
season]. They don’t have any
weak spots,” Rhinehart said.
“Even their JV kids are tough.”

Three weight classes — 135,
168 and 215 — each will include
two previous Far East
weight-class winners.

Two-time champ Mark Str-
iegl of St. Mary’s could face
2002 Far East 101-pound cham-
pion Brenden Stanford of Kade-
na at 135.

Defending 158-pound champi-
on Joey Wood of Kinnick could
wind up ba 2004
168-pound champ Devon Cope-
land of Kadena.

“P'm looking forward to that,”
Copeland said. “I just need to
work my moves and bring the in-
tensity. It'll be a good match.”

And last year's Far East
heavyweight champion David
Burnett of Zama could drop to
215, where he might face Tunis.
Also in the mix: sitting
215-pound  runner-up Paul
Haecherl of Kubasaki and Yoko-
ta’s unbeaten Jim Scott.

Beast: DODDS teams
get great tuneup meet

&k You're almost
going to be able
to tell who’s
going to win
at Far East.9y

Brian Kitts
Yokota coach

“You might see the best wres-
tlers at Far East come out of
215,” Kitts said. “That’s going to
stand out this year.”

Then Enkhbayar could make
the 148-pound weight a race to
see who finishes second. “Zol-
boo is so good,” Kitts said. “If
you get second to him, no mat-
ter what the result, you've got
something to be prond of.”

That Enkhbayar and other in-
ternational school talents won’t
be in Far East left Copeland and
Stanford with mixed feelings.

“It won’t be the same without
them,” Copeland said.

Far East, Stanford predicted,
“will be less spectacular;” pri-
vate schools “bring a lot more
moves.”

But the “Beast” should pro-
vide the  DODDS-Pacific
schools a “good gauge” of how
they stand entering the Far East
Totrnament, Kitts said.

“You're almost going to be
able to tell who’s going to win at
Far East and who's not. I can’t
wait to see it.”

Rhinehart agreed.

“Some teams have an advan-
tage in an all-DODDS tourna-
ment but throw more teams in
and it can really change things,”
he said. “I want to see what hap-
pens in a big tournament. I'm ex-
cited about this.”

E-mail Dave Ornauer at:
orny@pstripes.osd.m

Tip leads to discovery of
another designer steroid

The Associated Press

Canadian scientists uncovered
a new steroid designed to avoid
detection in standard drug tests,
but say they found no evidence it
was used by athletes.

The World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy said Tuesday that the sub-
stance — called desoxy-meth-
yl-testosterone, or DMT — was
identified after a tip from an anon-
ymous whistleblower.

WADA science director Olivier
Rabin said the drug had similari-
ties to THG, or tetrahy-
drogestrinone, a drug at the heart
of the BALCO steroid investiga-
tion in the United States.

Several track and field stars, in-
cluding sprinters Kelli White and
Dwain Chambers, were banned
after THG was unmasked in
2003.

Four men face charges of dis-
tributing steroids to elite athletes
in the case involving the Bay
Area Laboratory Co-Operative.

Rabin and Christiane Ayotte, di-
rector of Montreal’s anti-doping
lab, said there was no evidence
DMT has been used by athletes.
They touted the finding as a
pre-emptive victory against drug
cheats.

“Probably in this case we are
ahead of the dopers,” Rabin said
in a conference call from WADA
headquarters in Montreal. “This
shows to the dopers how serious
we are.”

Tennessee raises Fulmer’s

salary to over $2M per year

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennes-
see coach Phillip Fulmer re-
ceived a raise that will push his
salary to over $2 million per year.

Fulmer’s total contract was in-
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Sports briefs

creased from nearly $1.8 million
to $2.05 million annually and ex-
tended by one year to 2011, uni-
versity officials announced Tues-
day.

The S4-year-old took over as
Vols head coach at the end of the
1992 season. He has the longest
tenure among current Southeast-
ern Conference coaches and a
record of 123-31.

Former Washington AD
in Neuheisel trial

KEI\T, Wash. — Former Wash-
ington athletic director Barbara
Hedges testified Tuesday that she
didn’t initially read the full text of
an e-mail that mistakenly autho-
rized gambling by athletic depart-
ment employees in NCAA basket-
ball pools.

Hedges became aware of an er-
roneous paragraph in the e-mail
three months later, after former
Huskies football coach Rick Neu-
heisel was questioned by NCAA
investigators about participating
in NCAA pools.

The mistake made by former
Washington compliance director
Dana Richardson is a corner-
stone of Neuheisel's lawsuit
against the university and NCAA.

Hedges’ testimony came on the
second day of trial of the lawsuit.
Neubheisel contends he was unfair-
ly fired as Washington’s coach,
and that the NCAA wrongly pres-
sured the school to dismiss him.

Richardson sent an e-mail on
March 13, 2003, to the entire ath-
letic staff. After glancing at the
headline, ~“Reminder about
NCAA rules on gambling,” Hedg-
es said she deleted the e-mail.

Jurors were shown the text,
which reads: “The bottom line is
if you have friends outside ICA
(intercollegiate athletics) ... you
can participate. You cannot place
a bet with a bookie or organize
'your own pool.”

Asked by Neuheisels attorney,
Bob Sulkin, why she deleted the
e-mail, Hedges replied: “I know
very clearly the rules. You cannot
in any way place bets on college
athletics. I looked at it. I deleted
e

Female ABA coach fired
during game by co-owner

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Adam
Sonn and his Nashville Rhythm
teammates want to keep Ashley
McElhiney as their coach and
hope the owners of the ABA fran-
chise reverse a decision to fire
the first female coach of a men’s
professional team.

Co-owner  Sally  Anthony
walked onto the court during the
third quarter of a game Saturday
night and fired McElhiney after
the coach refused to bench a play-
er. Sonn, who has a broken foot,
was sitting beside McElhiney on
the bench at the time.

“Why (Anthony) would pull

something like this is beyond me,
and it was embarrassing for all
parties involved,” Sonn said Mon-
day. “T just think that things are
going to settle back down, and
you know later this week things
will get back to normal.”

Anthony and her husband, and
co-owner, Tony Bucher didn’t re-
turn messages left Monday by
The Associated Press. Rhythm
General Manager Daniel Bucher,
Anthony’s  brother-in-law, also
didn’t return multiple messages.
The team’s third owner, Justin
Christian, could not be reached
for comment.

Anthony, a pop singer who has
her own record label, helped the
expansion Rhythm make a nation-
al splash last May with the hiring
of McElhiney, then 22. Nashville
is 18-7 under McElhiney.

Saturday’s argument involved
the playing time of Matt Freije,
Vanderbilt’s all-time leading scor-
er who was signed last week after
being released by the NBA’s New
Orleans Hornets. Anthony want-
ed Freije, who made a reported
$10,000 for two games, to be
benched.

McElhiney ~refused.
when Anthony fired her.

MetroStars trade D Pope

SECAUCUS, N.J. — Veteran
World Cup defender Eddie Pope
was traded by the MetroStars to
the expansion team Real Salt
Lake on Tuesday for a foreign al-
location and a draft pick.

The MetroStars will get Real
Salt Lake's highest-ranked sec-
ond-round pick in next year's
MLS draft or a swap of
first-round picks in Friday’s sup-
plemental draft.

World Cup ticket sales
off to good start

FRANKFURT, Germany —
Ticket sales for next year’s World
Cup are off to a lively start, with
soccer fans from 108 countries ap-
plying for more than a third of the
available seats within 12 hours.

Between midnight Monday —
when tickets went on sale — and
noon Tuesday, 53,000 applica-
tions came in for 300,000 tickets,
an average of six tickets per
order, said Wolfgang Niersbach,
avice president of the organizing
committee.

All fans ordering tickets will
not necessarily get them, with de-
mand far outstripping supply,
and a lottery system will deter-
mine the lucky winners.

NHL raises $72,000 for
tsunami relief with auction
NEW YORK — The NHL

raised $72,000 to benefit the vic-
tims of the tsunami in the Indian
Ocean through an online auction
of hockey memorabilia and other
unique items.

The auction was held on the
league’s Web site from Jan. 20-27
and brought in $36,000. The NHL
Foundation then matched that
amount, lifting the NHL'’s total do-
nation to the tsunami relief ef-
forts over $100,000.

That’s
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Linebacker Vrabel’s versatility
is catching on with Patriots

BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Mike
Vrabel has the football neatly dis-
played back home in Ohio. He car-
ries the memory with him every-
where.

The New England linebacker
caught a touchdown pass late in
the fourth quarter that helped the
Patriots beat Carolina in the
Super Bow] last year. Vrabel also
had six tacKles, two sacks and a
forced fumble — playing the
game of his life on sports’ biggest
stage.

Now he wants a repeat perfor-
mance.

“If I was lucky enough to go in
there and get another one and
help us win, then that would top
it,” Vrabel said Monday.

"It could happen. Vrabel has two
touchdown catches this season, in-
cluding one in the regular-season
finale against San Francisco.

Although  receiver-turned-cor-
nerback Troy Brown gets more at-
tention for playing both ways, Vra-
bel might still be the team’s most
versatile player. After all, he
makes tackles, covers receivers,
rushes quarterbacks and lines up
as a tight end in goal-line situa-
tions.

“He is very adaptable,” coach
Bill Belichick said.

A defensive end in college at
Ohio State who moved to lineback-
er in the NFL, Vrabel is making
plans for another transition.

He returned to college last sum-
mer to complete his degree in ex-
ercise physiology. He finished
school because he wants to be-
come a coach after his playing
days are over.

“It’s tough to recruit kids to
come play for you and talk to
their parents and say, ’m going
to make sure your son goes to
class and I'm going to make sure
he graduates’ when you don’t
have a degree yourself,” Vrabel
said. “It's tough to tell kids to go
to class when they’re looking at a
coach who hasn’t graduated.”

Vrabel, who began college as a
premed student but switched ma-

jors because of the demands of
football, graduated in June after
completing a  Biochemistry
course.

“I was in there with a bunch of
nursing  students,” he said.
“There were like 12 girls and me,
which wasn’t bad. Don’t get me
wrong. I didn’t have to take a
whole lot of notes.”

Vrabel said his former class-
mates still keep in touch, writing
letters and watching most of his
games. They have high expecta-
tions for the Super Bowl, and so
does Vrabel.

That's a big change from earli-
er in his career.

He spent four years as a back-
up with Pittsburgh because the
team had so much depth at line-
backer with Jason Gildon, Levon
Kirkland, Greg Lloyd and Joey
Porter.

But everything changed after
he signed with the Pats. Under
the direction of Belichick, Vrabel
has developed into one of New En-
gland’s most productive players.

He had a career-high 76 tack-
les and 5¥: sacks this season. He
has 279 tackles and 22Y; sacks in
four years in New England.

“Mike has been very consistent
for us for the last four years,” Beli-
chick said. “He does everything
well that you want an outside line-
backer to do. He’s strong. He’s
physical in the running game. He
can rush the passer. He pursues
well. He’s smart.”

All Vrabel needed was an op-
portunity to play full time.

“He’s probably the most intelli-
gent guy on our football team,”
safety Rodney Harrison said.
“The guy is smart. He knows the
defense inside and out. Tedy Br-
uschi is the most instinctive, but
Vrabel is the most intelligent.”

Maybe that’s why he went back
to college and why the Pats had
no reservations about using him
on offense — evidenced by his
game ball from last year’s Super
Bowl.

“T feel like I've been pretty
lucky,” Vrabel said. “T've been
able to make the most of a great
opportunity. That's really what it
comes down to.”

Patriots linebacker Mike Vrabel
has gotten a lot more attention
since his big game in last year's
Super Bowl, in which he caught a
touchdown pass and had six tack-
les.

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Em-
mitt Smith denied a report Tues-
day that he will retire later this
week.

ESPN.com, citing unidentified
“confidants” of the star running
back, reported that Smith will re-
tire Thursday in Jacksonville, site
of this year’s Super Bowl. Smith
spent the past two seasons with Ar-
izona after 13 years with Dallas.

Smith, 35, denied the report in
comments to The Dallas Morning
News.

“Did you see my year last year?
Do you think 'm ready to refire?”
Smith said in a report on the news-
paper’s Web site Tuesday.

Smith rushed for 937 yards and
nine touchdowns this season. He
has 18,355 yards overall and 164
TDs. He was the league’s most
valuable player in 1993.

He said on Monday night that
he wanted to retire as a member
of the Cowboys, the team with
which he won three Super Bowls.
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Cards RB Smith denies
reports that he’ll retire

Neither the Cardinals nor Cow-
boys had any announcements
planned regarding Smith.

Asked about Smith possibly re-
tiring, former teammate Troy Aik-
man said: “I hate to speculate on
it. At some point it will end,
maybe this year or the next. Em-
mitt’s had a terrific career. I'm
sure the last two years have been
difficult for Emmitt in Arizona.

“One thing in this game, when
you play on a team that has been
‘together for as long as we were in
Dallas, and then you lose guys, it
takes a toll.”

Smith was lauded by several
players in this year’s Super Bowl
as a role model, a man who con-
ducted himself the right way on
and off the field.

“It would be a great loss for the
league,” New England running
back Corey Dillon said. “I'm
going to miss him. I looked up to
him, watching him win Super
Bowls.”
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Eagles’ showman vows
to play on grand stage

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —T.0.’s
timeout is over.

Brushing aside his doctor’s ad-
vice and — some might say —
common sense, Terrell Owens re-
turned to the practice field Mon-
day, determined to pull off the
most improbable play of his ca-
reer by making it
to the Super Bowl.

to at least give it a shot.

“It's always a lift when you can
get anyone out there, an added
weapon,” Eagles quarterback
Donovan McNabb said. “He did
make some big plays for us. He
did an excellent job of coming in
and presenting a different type of
feel for our passing attack.”

Last week, Dr. Mark Myerson,
the surgeon who operated on
Owens’ right ankle
in December, said

He ran the re- b/ feel great. e would not clear
Made e meccs. T proving a DA e
isasignotwnars 0L 0f people G,
wainstthe etend,  10TONg. The  Yonian i unv
ing champion New Sk‘]j is the sity of North Flori-

England Patriots?
— he caught the
passes that were
thrown his way.

Not bad for a guy
who went down 43
days earlier with a
grotesque injury to
his right leg, appar-
ently done until
next season.

“T will play on Sunday,” Owens
said Tuesday. “I know the type
person I am. I have a lot of faith in
my ability. I feel great. I'm prov-
mg a lot of people wrong. The sky
is the limit for me. There are no
limitations.”

C’mon, this shouldn’t be all that
surprising. And it’s something
Owens promised his teammates
moments after he was injured.

“I told the guys in the locker
room “You guys just get us into the
Super Bowl and I'll be there,’ ” he
said. “They’ve done theirjob. Now
it’s time to do my job.”

Owens’ teammates were happy
to hear the receiver’s plans.

“That’s great. He’s another
piece of the puzzle,” defensive
tackle Corey Simon said. “He’s
not the whole puzzle. And if he
wasn't out there, he’d be on the
sidelines cheering for us, but
we're glad to have him.”

The greatest showman in foot-
ball was certainly meant for the
grandest stage. The guy who
pulled out a Sharpie after a touch-
down and gawked at Nicollette
Sheridan for a pregame spoof had

limit for me.
There are no
limitations. 9y

Terrell Owens
Eagles wide receiver

da. While Owens
took part in less
than one-third of
the team’s 30
plays, he got a pass
each time he ran a

ute.

“It's  shocking
when you see the
injury he had and

how far he’s
come,” Pro Bowl safety Michael
Lewis said.

In his first season with the Ea-
gles after eight years in San Fran-
cisco, Owens led Philadelphia
with 77 catches for 1,200 yards
and 14 TDs.

‘Then came that horrific Decem-
ber day when Owens severely
sprained his ankle and broke his
leg in a game against Dallas.

Myerson inserted two screws in
Owens’ ankle and a plate on the
outside of the ankle three days
after he was injured. Owens was
told after surgery that he had only
an outside chance of returning for
the Super Bowl, which was 6%2
weeks away at the time. But he re-
habbed vigorously, hoping to help
Philadelphia win its first NI
championship since 1960.

“If T.0. says he’s going to play,
he’s going to play,” Eagles line-
backer Jeremiah Trotter said
Tuesday. “T.0. is going to be just
fine. I think T.O. is going to come
out and surprise a lot of people.”

The Patriots downplayed the
possibility of Owens’ return.

“We've got to prepare for all

Terrell Ownes sprained his ankle and broke his leg during a game on
Dec. 19 and doctors have advised him not to play in the Super Bowl.

the players,” coach Bill Belichick
said. “We expect everybody to be
at their best for this game. That’s
the only way we ever think about
it. We never expect anything less
from our opponents.”

After a checkup last week in
Baltimore, Myerson said that
while he’s pleased with Owens’ re-
cuperation, the operation re-
quires a recovery period of eight
to 10 weeks. Myerson added that
any attempt to accelerate the re-
habilitation process poses the
same risk for injury.

But try telling that to Owens,

who insisted on testing his leg this
week.
“We limited what he did, but he
did it well, and he did it with the
team,” Eagles coach Andy Reid
said. “He moved around pretty
well. I'll have to see how he does
before we decide whether he’ll
play.”

‘The final decision on Owens’ sta-
tus will come down to the player,
Reid and the team’s medical staff.

“Could the same injury occur?
Yes,” Reid said. “But he won’t
damage it any further than he al-
ready has.

“He looked pretty smooth out
there,” tight end L.J. Smith said.
“He’s not trying to push it. He’s
getting his timing down and he
caught a couple balls.”

The injury to Owens was a
huge blow for a team that domi-
nated the NFC and clinched the
No. 1 seed in the conference after
just 14 games. Owens invigorated
the Eagles with his attitude, en-
thusiasm and stellar perfor—
mance, adding a swagger to a
team that desperately needed a
personality.

With him, the offense was ex-
tremely potent, averaging 25.4
points in 14 games. After Owens
was injured, the Eagles lost the
last two regular-season games in
which most starters hardly
played and others rested.

But the Eagles are 2-0 without
Owens in games that matter.
While the offense hasn’t been
dominant without Owens, they've
scored 27 points in each of their
playoff games against Minnesota
and Atlanta.

“You have to account for him
when he is on the field,” team-
mate Hank Fraley said, ¢ “because
he is a playmaker.”

Swagger: Philly
savoring trip
to football’s
biggest show

SWAGGER, FROM BACK PAGE

before. On the flight down,
players captured each other’s
every move with camcorders,
making sure to savor their
trip. The Patriots were more
businesslike, hardly flinching
at the sight of all those camer-
as and microphones.

“Just because we have cam-
corders doesn’t mean that we
are caught up in it,” McNabb
said. “This is footage. This is
something we can show our
grandkids. ... When you have
been to a couple of Super
Bowls, obviously it is kind of a
thing that you are used to. We
are not used to it, but we are
not going to sit in a room and
Kick our feet up and start dwell-
ing on being here at the Super
Bowl. We have a job to do. This
is a loose bunch and we've
been having fun.”

The Eagles are used to skep-
tics. After Owens went down
with a severe ankle injury last
month, critics questioned
whether Philadelphia  can
reach the Super Bowl without
its main threat on offense.

In the only two games
they've played without him
that mattered, the Eagles
scored 27 points in each and av-
eraged 360.5 yards.

“We proved all the so-called
experts wrong,” wideout Fred-
die Mitchell said.

Though most of the players
don’t have Super Bowl experi-
ence, Reid understands what it
takes to win a championship.
He was an assistant coach
under Mike Holmgren when
Green Bay went to consecu-
tive Super Bows following the
1996-97 seasons.

Reid kept notes on the Pack-
ers’ itinerary, and other infor-
mation he’s used for reference
since the Eagles won the NFC
title. Just in case some players
need a reminder, Reid always
wears _his championship ring
from Green Bay’s victory over
New England eight years ago.

“It’s scmeLhmg the players
can see,” Reid said. “They’re
playing for the ring. That’s an
important thing to them.”

Crennel the only one who’s mum on the Browns’ job

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Just about ev-
eryone at the Super Bowl acknowledges
that Romeo Crennel will be the Cleveland
Browns’ next head coach. Everyone except
Crennel.

New England’s defensive coordinator
spoke about the Browns job during media
day Tuesday, never admitting he’s headed
to Cleveland after Sunday’s game with the
Philadelphia Eagles.

“I don’t have the job; I am employed with
the New England Patriots,” he said. “The
rules in the NFL say that is tampering; no
one can talk to me as long as I work for the
Patriots. And I work for the Patriots.

“After this game, if Cleveland decides to
offer me a job, then I'll talk about that job.”

The Browns reportedly are ready to do
Jjust that. They were allowed to interview

him in early January
when the Patriots had an
off week before their
first playoff game.
Crennel, 57, spent one
year with the Browns as
Chris Palmer’s defensive coordinator in
2000, when the defense had 42 sacks, im-
proving by 17 over 1999. He was inter-
viewed for the head coaching job after
Palmer was fired. But Crennel believes
that was a courtesy because Cleveland al-
ready had decided to hire Butch Davis.
avis quit with five games remaining
this season. Crennel emerged as the top
candidate to replace him after the inter-
viewing process. Also interviewed were Ea-
gles offensive coordinator Brad Childress;
Browns interim coach and offensive coordi-
nator Terry Robiskie; and Steelers offen-
sive line coach Russ Grimm.

Patriots coach Bill Belichick, who already
is losing offensive coordinator Charlie Weis
to Notre Dame, won't confirm he also will
be without Crennel after the Super Bowl.

Crennel’s players expect him to leave.

“We’re going to miss Romeo a lot,” defen-
sive tackle Keith Traylor said. “That’s
going to be a big void to fill.”

Clarett a no-show for skills event

MIAMI — Maurice Clarett stiff-armed
another commitment, reinforcing doubts
about his reliability and fitness with the
NFL scouting combine three weeks away.

The elusive, reclusive former Ohio State
running back had been scheduled to partic-
ipate in the college football all-star chal-
lenge, an eight-player skills event taped
Monday by Fox TV at Dolphins Stadium
for broadcast Saturday.

But he recently hired a new agent, Steve

Feldman, who told organizers late last
week that Clarett was pulling out.

“It was completely my decision,” Feld-
‘man said. “He wanted to be there, but from
a safety standpoint, it doesn’t seem logical
to take a chance that he might tweak some-
thing or pull something or damage some-

ing that would prevent him from show-
ing off his stuff at the combine.”

At the combine a year ago, Clarett
showed up overweight and declined to work
out. He'll be eligible for the draft in April.
Panthers LB Fields to play in Pro Bowl

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Carolina Pan-
thers linebacker Mark Fields, who missed
the 2003 season while battling Hodgkin’s
disease, has been added to the Pro Bowl
roster, the team announced Tuesday, to re-
place Tampa Bay’s Derrick Brooks, who
will miss the game with a knee injury.
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Union approves Sosa’s trade to 0’s;
Knee surgery to sideline Bonds
for much of spring training, Page 25

A media target in Jacksonville

Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Terrell Owens, far left, attracts a throng of reporters during Super Bowl XXXIX Media Day at Alltel Stadium
oon Tuesday. Owens, who hasn't played since suffering a severe ankle injury on Dec. 19, said, “I will play on Sunday.” See story on Page 31.

Philadelphia’s swagger intact

Eagles enter
Super Bowl
riding a wave
of confidence

BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The Phila-
delphia Eagles haven’t lost their
swagger.

Despite being seven-point un-
derdogs against the New England
Patriots on Sunday, the Eagles are
walking around as though they’re
favored to win the Super Bowl.

“We’re not just happy to be
here, we’re here to win the game,”
center Hank Fraley said Monday.

This is Philadelphia’s first trip
to the Super Bowl in 24 years, and
just five players — defensive end
Jevon Kearse and right tackle
Jon Runyan are the only starters
— have played in the big game.

The Eagles haven’t won a cham-
pionship since 1960, while the Pa-
triots are seeking their third title
in four years,

Still, [hl l§ a confident, even
cocky, bu

“They Lhmk they're as good as

B Amid several reports that say
otherwise, Emmitt Smith says
he’s not retiring, Page 30

Philadelphia quarterback Donovan
McNabb said, “We are not going
to sit in a room and kick our feet
up and start dwelling on being
here at the Super Bowl. We have
ajob to do. This is a loose bunch
and we've been having fun.”

any team in the NFL” Eagles
coach Andy Reid said. “They un-
derstand that you have to prove
that each and every Sunday. I
think that's how they’re approach-
ing this.”

The Eagles (15-3) dominated
the NFC this season, winning
nine games by double-digit mar-
gins, including five by at least 21
points. Even without injured
All-Pro receiver Terrell Owens,

Eagles coach Andy Reid said of
his team, “They think they're as
good as any team in the NFL.”

esota and At-

Eagles wide receiver Freddie
Mitchell said, “We proved all the
so-called experts wrong.”

the Super Bowl, including the Pa-
triots. New England was nearly a
two-touchdown underdog against
St. Louis when it won its first

they d
lanta 54-24 in the playoffs.

But the Patriots (16-2) are the
defending champions, and they
shut down Peyton Manning and
the rest of the Indianapolis Colts
in the playoffs and knocked off
the Steelers in Pittsburgh in the
AFC championship.

“When you play this game,
somebody has to be an underdog.
At times, the underdogs are the
ones that shock you,” Eagles quar-
terback Donovan McNabb said.
“I's an exciting time for us.
We're going to go out there and
do our job and have fun.”

Plenty of underdogs have won

ip three years ago.

The point spread makes little

dlfference to the Eagles.

don't think you need to use
that as motivation in a game as
big as the Super Bowl,” Fraley
said. “People aren’t expecting us
to win this game, so I guess you
could use being a seven-point un-
derdog as motivation, but it’s the
biggest game of the year and it's
what you play for all year so
that’s motivation enough.”

While the Eagles insist they’re
not overwhelmed by the magni-
tude of this game, they certainly
acted as if they haven’t been here

SEE SWAGGER ON PAGE 31

Second half
comeback boosts
No. 3 Kansas;
Air Force wins
24th consecutive
home game
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Without Allen,
first-place Sonics
are howled over
by the Spurs
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Kinnick’s wrestling
tournament has
gained stature
and importance
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